
Serving the International Messianic Jewish Community

UMJC executive director Monique Brumbach4Continued on page 184Continued on page 3

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #149

PALM DESERT,CA

Volume 27 Number 3            May/June 2017—Iyar/Sivan/Tamuz 5777            messianictimes.com           Canada/US  $5

Messianic TimesTHE

United Jerusalem at 50
Fifty years and counting, a reunited Jerusalem 
stands as a testament to the never failing 
promises of God. Sit back, relax and read 
about the powerful ways that this beautiful, 
historical and prophetic Holy City has 
impacted the lives of both Messianic rabbis 
and young people alike with Ask the Rabbis 
and our Youth Survey. 
 See pages 8, 9

It Started in Oz
From the land down under to Hollywood… 
Hollywood, Florida to be exact. Matthew 
Absolon brings a bit of a different sound 
(via his Australian accent) to the powerful 
message of the Gospel. Flip through these 
pages to read more about how an Aussie 
is navigating the waves of living waters in a 
south Florida synagogue.                          

 See page 16

Kehila News Israel (KNI) is an online media 
ministry founded in 2015 as a grassroots 

effort to give a voice to Israel’s Messianic Com-
munity. “Kehila” means “congregation” or “com-
munity” in Hebrew.                                                                                                                                           
 The principal vision for KNI is the concept 
of a media platform through which members of 
the Messianic community across Israel can share 
what is happening in their congregations and 
ministries. Through this medium, also, Messi-
anic ministry leaders and local Israeli believers 
from diverse backgrounds, biblical perspectives 
and even political persuasions, can contribute 
commentaries, teachings articles for the edifi-
cation of readers. As the website has gained in 
popularity and readership, not only in Israel but 
in many countries abroad, another important 
aim for KNI has been to connect Israel’s Mes-
sianic community with Christians around the 
world. A key way it does so is through providing 
international believers with news from Israel as 
seen from a Messianic perspective.  
 KNI’s managing editor is Yonatan Allon, a 
37-year-old Jewish believer who immigrated 
to Israel from Georgia, USA in 2007. Allon ex-
plains, “Kehila News is a nonprofit, donor sup-
ported organization that started out as a private 
members-only, online bulletin board for Israel’s 
Messianic Community. This community board, 

Songs from the East by Marc Vidito

Kehila News Israel 
by Tali Birnbaum

Naftali Hananya is the familiar social media face of KNI

The new executive director of the Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations (UMJC) 
spends each day engaged in conversation. From her Los Angeles office, Monique 

Brumbach phones, Zooms, or Skypes regional directors and committees and committee 
heads to coordinate plans, create new programs or adjust existing UMJC structures. Later 
in the evening she returns to making calls, mostly overseas and often until midnight. 
 On Oct 1, 2016, Brumbach’s first day on the job as executive director of the UMJC, 
her life transitioned from a brief lull in her career as a lawyer back to one packed with 
challenging responsibilities. Not only is Brumbach, 34, the youngest to serve in this capacity, 
but she is also the first woman to be appointed to such a prominent position in the Union, 
or even within the broader Messianic world. MT

Since the early ’70s and the popularization of Messianic music through Lamb (Joel Chernoff and 
Rick Coghill), Israel's Hope (Marc Chopinsky, Paul Wilbur and Renee Bloch), and the Liberated 

Wailing Wall (Jews for Jesus) Messianic believers have been faced with the question, “What makes 
Messianic Jewish Music Messianic Jewish?” 

Like most Messianic Jewish worship leaders and recording artists, Jamie Hilsden, frontman 
of the new group, Miqedem, out of Israel, doesn’t have a clear-cut answer.

“To be honest, I don't think this is a question we think about too much. Genres and labels are 
difficult. Look how much argument surrounded the term "Messianic Judaism," Hilsden remarks.  
“So, I don't think Miqedem wants to take a stand on what Messianic Jewish music is or isn't. But there 
is a strong tradition of Messianic music that we are certainly a product of.”

miqedem

New UMJC Executive Director Breaks
Through the Messianic Glass Ceiling
by Deborah Pardo-Kaplan

4Continued on page 6
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Kehila.org, started in 2006 and still serves the community today. It is a place for 
posting about such things as job opportunities, items for sale and apartments for 
rent, and also provides links to other believing websites of interest. However, the real 
vision for KNI is to have a platform for community members to share about them-
selves, their work and their perspectives on biblical matters, life issues and current 
events in Israel.”                                                                                       
 Howard Bass, leader of Messianic Congregation Nachalat Yeshua in Be’er Sheva, 
confirms: “Kehila News has been a bonus for many of those living here to express 
their views both to those within our community and to those outside Israel on a 
regular basis.”  
 Bass adds, “Personally, I have benefited from reading articles by other leaders and 
teachers in Israel, and have appreciated being able to put up teachings of my own, 
and get feedback from them. KNI also reaches more believers with an Israeli Messi-
anic perspective than some of our own 'private' lists can.”                                                
 Among the many other ministries, teachers and writers whose articles have been 
posted on KNI are Maoz Israel, Messiah’s Mandate, Asher Intrater and Hananya 
Naftali. KNI also has a great and mutually beneficial relationship with the Messianic 
Times, and has posted articles by MT publisher, Eric Tokajer.                                                                          
 Additionally, KNI assigns articles to Israeli writers who produce original content 
for the site. These articles are feature pieces highlighting the work of local believers 
and ministries, or articles bringing news from the Land.                                                                                              
 With over 10,000 subscribers, and more than 100,000 online views per month, 
a key element of KNI is that it endeavors to provide a shared neutral platform that 
represents all streams within the Messianic community. Believers who may not agree 
on intricate doctrinal or political issues can, and do, post articles on this same site. 
 “We acknowledge there are disagreements among believers and we think it is 
good to engage in healthy discourse,” Allon says. “That people who don’t agree on 
everything can appear on the same website together demonstrates and encourages 
unity in the Body of Yeshua here.”                                                                                                               
 Jamie Cowen, a Messianic attorney and partner with Cohen Decker Pex 
Brosh Law offices, comments on the aspect of diversity shown through KNI. 
As a blog writer who has posted articles on the site, Cowen says: “A great advan-
tage of Kehila News is that it provides a mouthpiece for divergent voices 
from within the Israeli believing community, unlike individual ministries.”                                                                                                                                     
  Cowen continues: “Because I’ve been active in ministry, politics, business and 
law, I feel I can offer a somewhat unique perspective vis a vis many of my fellow 
believers.”  One of Cowen’s pieces, for example, is entitled Can we be Zionists and 
not Racists? Posted in KNI, the article offers Cowen’s view that he sees no viable 
alternative to a two state solution for Israel and the Palestinians—an opinion not 
widely held in the Messianic community.    
 A vital benefit of the website is that KNI has been able to raise awareness of the 
work of believers in Israel who help people in crisis. For example, articles have been 
posted that explain the work Messianic ministries Be’ad Chaim and Abundant Life, 
which protect the unborn, help women facing crisis pregnancies, and counsel women 
struggling with post-abortion emotional and spiritual difficulties. In this regard, 
KNI has additionally publicized the work of Jerusalem’s Anchor of Hope Messianic 
counseling center, which provides expert assistance for problems ranging from 
addictions to generalized anxiety                                                                        
 KNI writers also frequently report on legal and political issues affecting Israel, 
including United Nations pronouncements and important laws passed by the Israeli 
Knesset. Among these have been articles reflecting deep concerns about U.N. bias 
against Israel, and a piece on new Israeli legislation regarding the status of West 
Bank settlements. “So much is written about Israel in the news, but very little of it is 
reported from a Messianic viewpoint, Allon says. “We therefore feel it is important 
to share news from our perspective as believers in the Land.” 
 Close to Allon’s heart, and to that of many in Israel’s Messianic community, is 
the issue of being drafted into the military. This is reflected in KNI articles by, and 
about, Messianic soldiers. Recently, for instance, KNI reported that a young believing 
soldier was attacked and wounded by a Palestinian while on duty in the West Bank. 
The young man’s testimony of faith under fire was available for the encouragement 
of readers.       

 Allon himself spent 18 months serving in the army upon his immigration to Israel—
even though he was already 27 years old. He relates: “I wanted to join, and the experience 
was foundational for me in terms of understanding and connecting with Israeli society. 
Serving in the army is such a key aspect of who we are as a people.”  
 Regarding his own faith Allon also says: “I grew up in a Jewish believing family but 
really came to Yeshua while studying Hebrew at college in the U.S. During this time God 
drew me closer to Himself and I found I had to answer questions about Yeshua for myself. 
Through my studies, too, the Lord drew me to the nation of Israel. I never thought I would 
move there but eventually I understood this was where God wanted me to live.”   
 In addition to its principal website and email newsletter, KNI maintains an active 
Facebook page as a further tool through which to share content. Moreover, KNI is now 
available in both Hebrew and Spanish, with equivalents in Russian and Chinese under 
development. As the KNI introductory video explains: “We are one community, made up 
of many different congregations, languages and backgrounds.       
 Reflecting on the importance of Messianic Jews connecting with Christians around 
the world, Allon says, “We are brothers and sisters in the faith. There is an intimate 
spiritual connection between us as people of God, and at KNI we want to honor that.” MT



The Messianic Times May/June 20174

The Messianic Times
Publisher 
Eric Tokajer

Assistant to the Director  
Robin Harris

Operations Coordinator 
Joan Davidson 

Managing Editing Team  
David Tokajer,  Pamela Holt

Advertising Director 
Madelaine Fisher 

Design/Layout 
Steffi Rubin, Now You See it! graphics

Editorial Advisor 
Susan Perlman

Board of Directors 
Frank Lowinger, President 
Stephen Babkow
Larry Feldman 
Joel Liberman 
Paul Liberman

Postmaster 
Send address changes to:
PO Box 10943, Pensacola, FL   32524
 
Send undeliverable Canadian 
addresses to:
The Messianic Times
600 Ontario St., PO Box 27010
St. Catharines, ON L2N 7P8

Publications Mail 
Agreement No. 40043958

The Messianic Times
United States: 
P.O. Box 10943
Pensacola, FL 32524

Canada: 905-685-4072
Toll-free: 866-612-7770 
Fax: 1-905-685-7371

The Messianic Times® 
is published six times a year by 
Times of the Messiah, 
a 501 (C)3 non-profit ministry.

PO Box 10943
Pensacola, FL 32524

The Messianic Times Statement of Faith
We believe…

…the Tanakh (Hebrew Scriptures) and the B’rit Hadashah (New Covenant) are the inspired, infallible, authoritative Word of God.

…that there is one God (echad), who exists eternally in the “Trinity” of God the Father, Yeshua the Messiah and Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit).

…in the deity of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His vicarious and atoning death, His 
bodily resurrection after three days, His ascension to the right hand of God the Father and His personal return in power and glory. 
Yeshua was Mashiach ben Yosef (Suffering Servant) and His second coming will be Mashiach ben David (ruling King) when He returns.

…regeneration by the Ruach HaKodesh (the Holy Spirit) is essential for salvation and the indwelling of the Ruach is necessary to 
live a godly life.

…in the resurrection of the saved and the lost. Those who receive salvation through Yeshua will live forever with God; those who 
reject Him will know eternal separation from God, as the Scriptures describe.

Views and opinions expressed in the Letters to the Editor, articles, reviews and advertisements 
do not necessarily reflect those of  The Messianic Times. 

Writers are directly responsible for the accuracy of their facts and information.    
The Messianic Times reserves the right to publish or not publish submissions, 
as well as to edit for clarity and space. Printed in the USA. 

For a one-time complimentary copy of The Messianic Times 
call 866-612-7770 or email office@messianictimes.com

Advertisers: Email: advertising@messianictimes.com

Annual subscriptions for the U.S. and Canada are $29.99 or $49.99 for two years.  

Overseas annual subscriptions are $39 or $75 for two years, which includes postage and 
handling. For new subscriptions, call 866-612-7770 or visit www.messianictimes.com. 
For address change notification, email office@messianictimes.com.  Additional or bulk 
orders are available upon request. Call 866-612-7770 for pricing.

The Messianic Times is a strategic partner of the International Messianic Jewish Alliance of America.

 But, as influential as Israel 
is, the powerful narrative of its 
restoration isn’t the only focus of 
this issue of the Messianic Times. 
We have an outstanding mixture 
of articles to inform you about 
what’s happening around the 
Messianic Judaism and some the 
interesting people throughout 
the movement.
 This issue’s Art Scene is 
focused on Aaron Zaretsky who 
is a Canadian Messianic Jew 
who ministers while clowning 
around. Before you think I’m 
poking fun at him… Truth is 
he’s actually a clown who goes 
by the name Azee the Clown. 
But, not only is he a ministering 
clown, so is his wife. They 
have made appearances at the 
MJAA’s Messiah Conference, 
countless events across Canada 
and the United States and our 
guess is that this awesome godly 
character isn’t slowing down 
soon and you can read all about 
how he spends most of his time 
just clowning around.
 Have you heard about our 
dear friend Monique Brumbach? 
Monique is the new executive 
director of the Union of 
Messianic Jewish Congregations 
(UMJC). In this issue’s Women 
on the Forefront we discuss about 
the rise of this inspirational and 
impassioned voice for the future 
of the Messianic movement. 
She spent the early days of her 
career as a human rights lawyer, 

InThisIssue
This year Israel will celebrate 

the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem. This 
is by no means a small feat for 
the modern resurrection of the 
Promised Land. The reality is the 
city of Jerusalem is one of the 
most contested plots of land on 
the face of the planet. Whether 
it’s a modern day discussion of 
Israel and the Palestinians, the 
crusaders trying to take the Holy 
City back from Muslims, or the 
Roman or Babylonian empires 
ploughing the Temple and 
Jerusalem, the city of Jerusalem is 
both one of the most important 
cities in the world and one of the 
most sought after plunders of war. 
 Israel and its capital city 
Jerusalem is such an integral 
part of God’s plan for Salvation 
and of the biblical narrative 
that it should realistically be 
no surprise of its contentious 
history. But, as believers, we 
should be extremely encouraged 
by Jerusalem’s continual 
resurrection to new live. It is 
from this very city to which 
our faith in the resurrection 
of Yeshua and our own future 
resurrection to restored and 
perfected life is tied. 
 With the presumably 
exciting celebrations that Israel 
has in store for the official 
anniversary of Jerusalem’s 
reunification we decided to 
use our Ask the Rabbis and 
Messianic Youth Survey to find 

out some of the respondents 
favorite experiences in this 
infamous city. Each shared 
about what is obviously a 
powerful moment of memory 
for them and what is surely a 
spiritual awakening.
 In honor of this 
monumental event we will are 
also featuring a piece about a 
ground-breaking partner of the 
Messianic Times, Kehilah News 
Israel (KNI). KNI is a web-
based news source founded 
by Yonatan Allon to share 
about what is happening in the 
Messianic Jewish movement 
throughout Israel. They share 
stories about ministries, events 
and even blogs from Israel 
Messianic minds galore. 
 Following along with this 
theme of a timely focus on 
Israel, we bring to you Miqedem, 
a fresh new sound in Messianic 
Jewish music birthed in the 
Promised Land. Miqedem has 
brought a powerful blend of 
Tanakh-based lyrics in Hebrew 
paired beautifully with a 
traditional Mizrachi sound. The 
band is made up of professional 
musicians, some of whom are 
also professional producers, with 
Jamie Hilsden as the frontman. 
The music of Miqedem is not 
only helping to bring a modern 
Messianic sound to Israel, but it 
will also help in developing the 
future of the sound of Messianic 
Jewish music. 

her education and experience 
are sure to prove vastly 
beneficial as she interacts 
with rabbis and congregations 
throughout the UMJC and as 
she works tirelessly to increase 
relationships throughout the 
movement. Dig into this article 
to learn more about how she’s 
the right woman for the job 
and at just the right time.
 In our Nice Mensch this 
issue we look at the life and 
ministry of Matthew Absolon, 
who leads Congregation Beth 
T’filah in Hollywood, Florida. 
But, he is not originally from 
the Florida beach scene, on the 
contrary, he is from another 
far, far away land, however it 
is also known for its beaches 
and its beauty. Absolon is 
originally from the lands down 
under, Australia. His passion 
for ministry and in particular 
for seeing Jewish people come 
to faith in Messiah Yeshua 
and an authentic Messianic 
expression of Judaism in south 
Florida is bar none. He is not 
only a brilliant rising voice in 
the Messianic Judaism, but 
one that will no doubt be an 
influencer among the ranks of 
congregational ministry for 
years to come.
 Each issue of the Messianic 
Times is vastly unique. The 
stories we bring are about real 
people working relentlessly 
for the Good News of Messiah 

whether in the sphere of 
ministry or the marketplace. 
Each is a vital part of the 
greater picture of the Body 
of Messiah. It is our joy and 
honor each and every issue 
to bring to your attention the 
various voices of the modern 
Messianic movement. Our staff 
is a part of the movement, our 
director and our coordination 
manager are both rabbis of 
Messianic Jewish synagogues, 
Messianic Judaism is not only 
our love and life, but it is a 
part of the core of who we 
are. We love what we get to do 
each and every day as part of 
the Messianic Times because 
we are able to help further the 
impact and bring into focus the 
many aspects of this modern 
day revival. 
 You also have a unique 
opportunity to be a part of 
the Messianic Times team. The 
MT is a not-for-profit ministry 
that operates solely off of the 
generous donations of our 
viewers. This is where you come 
in. Please prayerfully consider 
making a special donation to this 
very important work. Your giving 
expands our ability to share 
about what the Lord is doing 
through this movement with the 
rest of the Body of Messiah.

David Tokajer
Coordination Manager 

Editorial Department
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MessianicArts&Entertainment

Often times when speaking to fellow 
artists one may ask a question, “What 

is your medium of preference?” For some 
it is painting a particular style or texture. 
Others may be interested in perfect-
ing their instrument in a certain musi-
cal genre. For Aaron Zaretsky, it involves 
sculpting balloons into swords or animals. 
From oversized shoes to hobo patches, 
prophetic balloon sculpting to recorder 
playing, Aaron Zaretsky with Touching 
Hearts Ministry is changing lives and 
transforming communities one child at a 
time. Zaretsky or rather Azee the Clown, 
Inspector Friday, Farmer Aaron and a host 
of other characters, are instrumental in 
child evangelism all over the world. 

“Weeping may stay for the night, but joy 
comes in the morning. —Psalm 30:6b TLV

Zaretsky grew up in an Orthodox 
Jewish home. His parents later became 
conservative and then Messianic Jews. 
Personally, he said he received Yeshua’s 
free gift of salvation and became a born 
again Messianic Jew in 1976. In 1977, he 
began co-producing the TV program Zip 
& Zap and a clown was born. Zaretsky 
testifies God healed his emotions through 
clowning and he hopes to be a conduit 
of God’s healing for others. As a child, he 
struggled academically and physically due 
to dyslexia and coordination challenges. 
As he began to grow in the Word of God 
and learned to laugh at himself, he said 
he became free. Joy will always overtake 
sorrow. “If I learn to laugh in the hard 
times, how much more joy I would have,” 
he said.

Over the years, Zaretsky said his 
clowning image has evolved to better 
reach the community around him. He 

Zaretsky’s Clowning Around Brings Many to Faith 
by Mallory McLendon 

has used clowning to teach Bible stories, 
appear at birthday parties and rodeos, 
work with mission groups such as Jews for 
Jesus and YWAM, and make a difference in 
his Canadian community. He’s been seen 
through appearances at MJAA’s annual 
Messiah conference and events hosted by 
the UMJC and Messianic Jewish Alliance 
of Canada. Over the years, Zaretsky hosted 
his own TV program and taught clowning 
at Canada Christian College. 

He met his wife Andrea, known to 
some as Sweetie the Clown, at one of 
Canada’s annual Messianic gatherings. 
On occasion they can be spotted together, 
especially making visits to children in the 
hospital. Andrea is the administrative 
wheelhouse for Touching Hearts Ministry 
(THM). Together she and Aaron have three 
children and four grandchildren. 

Touching Hearts Ministry is a 
nonprofit in Canada and the United States. 
Its mission is to “reach children and their 
families with the Gospel of Yeshua in a 
fun way that is life changing.” THM is 
a part of Artists as Christian Testimony 
International. Zaretsky was ordained by 
Rhema Studies of Theological Association 
(RSOTA) in June 2008 and has served as a 
pastor for eight years. He is currently the 
children’s pastor at Rosh Pinah Toronto 
Messianic Congregation. 

“God chose the foolish things of the world 
so He might put to shame the wise; and 
God chose the weak things of the world so 
He might put to shame the strong.” 

—1 Corinthians 1:27

“Evil clowns promoted in media and 
seen in the world today are a demonic 
force.” Zaretsky explains, “Clowns are to 
be the brunt of a joke showing the need 

for God’s grace. They show you the heart.” 
Children can relate to clowns, to their 
thought processes, expressions. A child will 
open up more easily to a clown who makes 
them laugh or they can empathize with 
over an adult in a business suit. Zaretsky 
said pediatric doctors in Israel have begun 
learning clowning techniques to help 
children share what they are feeling inside 
so the doctors can better understand how 
to treat their needs.

Zaretsky, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
said he makes his own patterns and illusions. 
He said, “God develops each ministry,” 
whether it is a clown appearance at a happy 
birthday, Jesus party at a Catholic church, 
an “Armor of God” Vacation Bible School 
curriculum, or working with children at 
a First Nations camp, an outreach to the 
Mohawk Indian tribe. “I believe in bringing 
the Jewishness of the Gospel and I try to 
bring balance in what I teach.” On the 
THM website, Zaretsky writes, “[Children] 
learn the Gospel of Yeshua through visually 
entertaining and interactive practical 
applications that are fun.”

Azee also appears at secular events 
such as the Walk for MS and Canada 
Day. While he may not be able to directly 
share the Gospel, prophetic ballooning 
might just be the ticket to change 
someone’s life. He is able to pray over 
each child speaking peace and well-being 
into their lives. Zaretsky shared of one 

such instance when he received a Holy 
Spirit download to make a balloon flower 
for a teenage girl. He made the flower 
and gave it to her, telling her she was as 
beautiful and delicate as a flower and not 
to give herself away to any person who 
doesn’t see her true beauty. The young 
lady began to cry. She was 13 years old 
and had a baby. He also shared that Azee 
is requested by boys most often to make 
balloon swords. If he is in settings where 
he can openly share the Gospel, he said 
he shares how the Sword is the Word of 
God. Azee has even witnessed children 
witnessing to other children and family 
relationships being restored. 

In addition to his heart for child 
evangelism and outreach, Zaretsky also 
has a heart for discipleship and seeing 
family units healed. He said he desires to 
see more people equipped to adequately 
teach biblical truths to children in a way 
they will remember. He offers classes for 
adults interested in child evangelism. He 
also creates materials, resources, media 
and games for others to implement his 
clowning antics and keep ‘em guessing 
illusions. 

Zaretsky believes Yeshua was about the 
smile on people's’ faces and in His footsteps 
has started his own smile collection. He is 
hoping to add that collection on an up 
and coming trip to Chile with Operation 
Mobilization this summer.  MT

Left: Azee the clown joins the Jews for Jesus during their annual 
summer campaign.
Above: Azee and Sweetie bring joy and comfort to patients at the
Women's College Hospital.
Below: Aaron Zaretsky enjoys his ministry as Azee.
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Miqedem 4Continued from page 1

The members of Miqedem on tour in Poland

Miqedem is making waves in the Messianic Jewish music scene

“Groups like Israel’s Hope, Lamb, and the Israeli 
Messianic writers David Loden and Batya Segal really paved 
a way for music that strives to reconnect with the worship of 
the Tanakh, and the sounds of the Jewish people. We definitely 
feel like we’re a part of that tradition, but I wouldn't want 
try to pin down what is or what isn't Messianic music. I can 
think of a very diverse spectrum of people who consider their 
music to be Messianic, and that's probably a good thing.”

Whether Hilsden and bandmates feel like they have 
pinned down the Messianic sound, or broadened its horizons, 
there is a fresh sound that is taking the Messianic community 
by storm. That sound is Miqedem, and its collection of 
Tanakh-based music with instrumentation, chord structures, 
and lyrics native to the people and the land in and around 
Israel is breathing a freshness into the worship of many 
American congregations.

Recording artist, Ted Pearce describes Miqedem’s 
music as “authentic Israeli music, all sung in Hebrew, from 
actual Israelis.”

Pearce goes on to say that Miqedem “represents the 
authentic Mizrachi sounds of Israel, which hasn’t really 
happened much in the American Messianic movement.”

As young American Messianic Jewish youth like Chernoff, 
Chopinsky and Stuart Dauermann, began to create new 
music in the 1970s, it was an amalgamation of the current 
popular sounds of American radio and the klezmer music 

their parents and grandparents had brought from Eastern 
Europe.  The American Jewish experience was largely shaped 
by the orthodox traditions and its sounds mixed cantorial 
traditions with niggunums and styles that were popular in 
shtetl life. The Slavic sounds and instrumentation carried 
from generation to generation the melancholy melodies like 
those heard in the movies “Schindler’s List,” “The Chosen,” 
and even Jewish film, “Fiddler on the Roof.”

However, there was a completely different sound that the 
kibbutzniks were reviving in the land of Israel: the Sephardic 
Mizrachi sound with driving tempos and pulsating meters, 
instruments like the oud, the doumbek and the darbouka, 
and voices like Ofra Haza and Noa whose music were as 
vivacious as a desert wasteland coming back to life.

Modern Messianic Judaism got its first taste of the 
sounds of Ancient and modern Israel with the release of 
Barry and Batya Segal’s “Sh’ma Yisrael” in 1995.  The album, 
masterfully produced by Martin Smith, frontman for British 
worship band Deleriou5?, put the Misrachi sound on the 
Messianic map.  Other groups, like the incomparable Avner 
and Rachel Boskey, with Ancient Gates, and Bat Rivka 
Whitten have given the Messianic community authentic 
Sephardic music over the past couple of decades.  

However, Miqedem stands out as raising the bar of 
professionalism for new Messianic artists on both sides of 
the Atlantic.

Again, Ted Pearce says, “Miqedem are professional 
musicians with several professional producers in the band 
who understand how the music business works. They are 
simply excellent songwriters that are super-talented, and have 
industry experience where it counts.”

The talented group of musicians comprising the band 
are Jamie Hilsden as guitarist and lead vocalist, Shai Sol (who 
competed on the Israeli version of hit TV show “The Voice”) 
on acoustic guitar, darbuka and co-leading vocally, Vadym 
Sokolyk on bass, Gabi Elbaz on drums, and Yaron Cherniak 
on oud, Persian tar, lyre and other instruments of the region.

When asked about the influences that have shaped 
Miqedem’s sound, Hilsden described the sound as “pretty 
eclectic so it's hard to pin down. It's a mishmash of world/
Middle Eastern/rock. As for the lyrics, it’s definitely sacred 
music (as opposed to secular). The fact that we sing from the 
Bible gives it a worship/praise dimension.

“Our influences are pretty eclectic too. Yaron has a degree 
in eastern music, so he brings a lot of his influences from 
there. When it comes to how to set the Tanakh to music, I 
grew up on the songs of Shlomo Carlebach as well as some 
of the early Israeli Messianic songwriters like Batya Segal and 
David Loden. They really showed how you could effectively 
write songs around the Bible.”

Whatever the influences, Miqedem’s music is resonating 
with today’s Messianic youth.

One of Messianic music’s most recent recording artists, 
Emma Rose has this to say about Miqedem:

“I love Miqedem’s music because it provides an Israeli 
sound to modern day Messianic music. I know that they 
minister to many Jewish people, believers and non-believers 
alike. This is so important because it leads the Messianic 
Jewish people to worship based in the Tanakh and it leaves 
the traditional Jewish population questioning Yeshua and 
wanting more answers."

Messianic musician Joe Miterko says, “Miqedem is a 
bridge builder between the American Messianic Jewish scene 
and the Israeli Messianic Jewish scene. With it comes a new 
Middle Eastern energy that is refreshing and exciting. These 
are very catchy songs taken straight from the Tanakh.”

Hilsden relays a clear vision for Miqedem that is being 
achieved.  

“The name of the band is Miqedem, which, in biblical 
Hebrew, means “from the east.” We chose this name because 
in the Torah and throughout Scripture, the east is symbolic of 
exile.  So, Miqedem represents a return from exile. 

“One of the main things that our band is about is that we 
sing from the original Scriptures. The Bible is not only full of 
truth, but it's full of beauty.  For us, a lot of that beauty is in 
the words themselves, so we stick to those original words. We 
typically gravitate to parts of the Bible that most emphasize a 
New Covenant reality.  It is primarily music that is devotional 
in nature - music that helps people worship.  However, we also 
hear about people who listen to our music to learn Hebrew, 
or even non-believers who enjoy the cultural experience of 
hearing ancient words presented through art, so we’re happy 
about that as well.”

Miqedem is reaching their goal of returning the sound 
and focus of Messianic music back to Israel and her Messiah.  

When asked about the future of Messianic music, Hilsden 
stated, “As for the future of Messianic music, I’m tempted to 
say the that future is in Ukraine. We just came back from 
there, and we went to a worship service with hundreds of 
people, and the band was playing amazing music—a mix 
between kleizmer, Mizrachi, rock, Balkan—super original 
and professional.  Then we found out they weren't even the 
main band—they’re one of three bands in this congregation! 
Kiev is a place where they take music more seriously than any 
Messianic community I've seen in the world, and I'm sure 
that's one of the reasons their community is so thriving. Later 
that same night we went to their youth event and saw six or 
seven hundred young people (teenagers and in their early 
twenties) singing and dancing to Hebrew music, so when you 
ask me about the future of Messianic music, I think of Kiev, 
but I hope that the rest of us can have the same excitement 
about making great music as they do.”

Whether the future sounds of the Messianic community 
come from Kiev, Tel Aviv or Fort Lauderdale, right now, 
Miqedem is making a big impact on the Messianic 
community and one of the greatest vehicles most ministries 
have to introduce a Jewish person to their Messiah or a 
non-Jewish believer to their biblical and cultural roots: 
Messianic praise and worship. MT
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Wherever I go, it's going to be great. Because He 
will be with me.

When I look back on the things the Lord spoke 
most clearly to me over the past few years of growing 
in relationship with Him, the message that sticks out 
the most is the value of testing and trying. 

I graduated in April 2016 and quickly realized 
I had no idea what I wanted to do with my future; 
however, more importantly, I had no idea what He 
wanted me to do with my future. 

All of my worry and anxiety about the future 
transferred into fear regarding the YMJA Experience 
Israel trip I was preparing for. Through this, I allowed 
fear to creep in. What if it doesn’t affect me? What 
if I miss out because this isn’t the right season and 
I’m not ready? What if after Israel I still have no sense 
of direction and I waste the year? What if all of the 
expectations I have for this summer are let down 
and I am disappointed? I was so overwhelmed with 
stress I didn’t know where else to turn to in the Word 
than the beginning. I started reading and eventually 
reached Abraham’s story:

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your 
country, and your kindred, and your father's house 
to the land that I will show you.” 12.1

“...so Abram went, as the Lord told him.” 12.4
Wherever you go, it’s going to be great, because 

I will be with you.
These are the words the Lord gently spoke to me 

as I read Genesis 12 during this time of struggling 
and uncertainty. Looking back, while I thought it was 
His plan that I was doubting, in actuality, it was His 
goodness I had little faith in.

I took those words the Lord whispered and held 
on to them, even though I can’t tell you for sure if 
I truly believed them or not. Abram went. Abram 
went. Abram went. Without knowing a single thing 
about his future, he left all he knew. God was faithful 
before and He’ll be faithful again.

Flash forward to training week for the trip. Rabbi 
Kevin Solomon (our trip leader), tells us something 
that throws me for a loop: He said to have no 
expectations. 

“Let yourself go in with a clean slate. Things will 
be what you thought, but they will also not be what 
you thought—so don’t fear disappointment. Accept 
whatever it is the Lord has for you in this time. You’re 
here for a reason,” he said. 

I took those words to Israel with me, and I 
decided as soon as we stepped on Israeli soil, no 
matter what I thought things would be like in my 
future, God’s plan will look differently than anything 
I could plan for myself. 

Once I arrived and I saw the Lord in His creation, 
His land, and in His people He started to teach me 
about faithfulness in a way I had never known nor 
could comprehend. He’s preserved that nation for a 
reason. 

And as I was able to stand in the land that is the 
fulfillment of everything He said He would do, my 
perspective changed and I realized that if He can do 
infinitely more than we think possible for Israel, will 
He not do infinitely more than we think possible for 
ourselves?

As God revealed to me the significance of Israel’s 
survival, I realized too often I see promises of God 
as something I can get when the fact is that it’s not 
always about what we can get from Him. Israel is the 
perfect example of what He has already given to us; 
a physical reminder of His faithfulness in keeping 
His promises. Whether I am there or I am here I can 
know (we can know), the land exists, that she is 

blossoming, and that MY GOD is real and not only does 
He keep His promises, but He fulfills them in an incredibly 
public and magnificent way.

Wherever I go, it's going to be great, because He will 
be with me.

Not only will He be with me, but He desires good things 
for me. He didn’t keep His promises out of obligation, but 
out of love. As many times as we can run away, His plan 
to fulfill what He promised won’t waver. He brings beauty 
from ashes.

It seemed that every place we went in Israel, His 
hand moved me. We could be driving down a highway 
or standing at the Western Wall and no words seemed to 
describe how thankful I was for His faithfulness. 

For while we may forget to do what we say we will, the 
Lord never forgets.

From that point, it’s as if the Lord gently took the 
reins from my hands and asked me to trust. He worked 
every single next step out in exactly the way He wanted. 
He seamlessly opened up doors to go to an internship in 
Hawaii where I worked with people from more countries 
than I can name, as well as seeing a part of the world I 
never thought I would visit. After that, He encouraged me 
to apply to a different internship back in Georgia where 
you consecrate three months of your life to serving the 
Lord and seeking His face. When my interview came 
incredibly late and I had no idea where I would be living 
two weeks from that moment, the Lord whispered to me 

Whitney Tattersall: Value in Testing & Trying

again, “Wherever you go, it will be great because I will be 
with you.”

I wish I had time and words to tell of all the ways He 
has come through for me; not only over the past year, but 
throughout my entire lifetime. Because sometimes I feel 
as if I’m just starting to see it, and it’s an incredible miracle 
that He knows I don’t deserve, but He wants to give it to me 
anyway––because He loves me.

I don’t have it all figured out, but I want to share with you 
how He has been faithful. I’ve seen that. He will be faithful. 
I know that. He wants to be faithful. I believe that. His very 
nature is faithful. His Word promises that. 

Finally, I want to challenge whoever is reading this to 
look back on your life, this past year, week or even today. 
Whether you are struggling with doubting His goodness or 
not, ask the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) to reveal to you 
the places and situations where He has been faithful. Wait 
for Him to whisper. Ask Him to respond, because He wants so 
desperately to show you, beloved one. 

Wherever you go, it's going to be great because He will 
be with you. 

“To bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise
 instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
 the Lord for the display of his splendor.”

—Isaiah 61:3. MT



Jerusalem/Yerushalayim is renowned for its historical and cultural importance, graced with beauty 
both spiritual and physical, home to many diverse groups of families and neighbors. For half a 
century, Jerusalem as we know her today has existed as a symbol of renewed strength for our people. 
It’s been the site of many important events in the past and we know it holds a great role in our future. 
We asked our rabbis and youth what this beautiful city means to them personally.

DISCUSSION:  

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 

reunification of Jerusalem. Considering the city’s 

spiritual, biblical and historical importance, what 

is the most impactful/memorable experience you 

have had in Jerusalem?

Anniversary of Jerusalem…             
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THE RABBIS 

Rabbi Joe Bell
Bristol, Virginia

I have been to Israel about a dozen 
or more times since 2003. In the fall 
of 2006, I was leading a tour, and we 
stopped at Independence Hall in 
Tel Aviv. Only 300 people had been 
invited to the formal declaration 
of statehood on May 14, 1948, led 
by David Ben Gurion. Our guide 
showed us a copy of the invitation 
when a well-dressed elderly man 
in the room pulled out a piece of 
paper and began to show it to our 
guide, Devorah. She took the paper 
and began to jump up and down, 
screaming, “This is it! This is it!” It 
was an original invitation to Israel’s 
Independence ceremony. 
  I asked God what was the 
significance of the invitation was 
about. I believe His answer was, 
“You are going to get an invitation.” 
A couple of months later, the MJAA 
sent out an invitation for a tour 
hosted by Joel Chernoff, stating the 
Government of the City of Jerusalem 
had formally invited the Messianic 
Jewish community to march in the 
40th Anniversary Jerusalem Day 
Parade, celebrating the reunification 
of East and West Jerusalem after the 
1967 Six-Day War. I felt certain this 
was the invitation God had prepared 
me for. I signed up for the trip and 
brought 10 people with me. There 
were only about 35 of us on the tour 
and I was the only rabbi.

  The day before the tour, we were 
on the Mount of Olives looking out 
over the Old City. There is usually a 
man with a camel and/or a man with 
a donkey offering rides to tourists for 
a few shekels. I usually avoided these 
things, but this particular day, a voice 
in my heart said, “Joe, ride the donkey.” 
I said, “I don’t want to ride the donkey, 
Lord.” He repeated, “I said, ‘Ride the 
donkey!’”  “OK, Lord,” I answered. I paid 
the man and mounted the donkey. 
That’s when I heard the Lord say, “You 
are Mordechai.” I did not understand 
what He meant.
  The next day, we arrived at our 
designated spot and were joined 
by another tour group and some 
Israeli believers. We wore blue shirts 
that read: “The Messianic Jewish 
Alliance of America stands with 
Israel in proclaiming that Jerusalem 
is the eternal capital of the Jewish 
people.” We also carried a banner 
saying the same thing. What we did 
not know at the time, of the 10,000 
people in the parade and perhaps 
one hundred thousand or more 
watching along the route, we were 
going to lead the parade. That’s 
right—our tour host spoke with 
the chief of police of Jerusalem and 
introduced me, Joel Chernoff and 
Eric (a friend). We were placed at the 
front of the parade before we began 
to march. Now I understood the 
donkey ride. This was a Mordechai 
parade, and God was honoring the 
Messianic Jews who accepted the 
invitation to come to Jerusalem and 
march. 

  I marveled at the events transpiring 
from the previous fall, where the 
invitation incident at Independence 
Hall took place.I began to connect 
the dots. But why us? I prayed, and I 
believe I heard Yeshua say, “Joe, did the 
municipal government of Jerusalem 
ever invite Me to come there? Did 
they ever invite Peter, Paul or any of 
the Talmidim?” “No, Lord,” I responded. 
“But they invited you and the whole 
Messianic community to come to 
Yerushalayim and march. You are part 
of something that has never before 
happened in this city.” I was reminded 
of the verse, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who 
kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, the 
way a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, and you were unwilling . . . 
For I tell you, you will not see me again 
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord.’” (Matthew 
23:37, 39). The people of Jerusalem 
cheered us as we marched past 
dignitaries and ordinary citizens. It 
just didn’t make any sense. But I really 
believe that under the leadership of Joel 
Chernoff, God was using our little group 
to fulfill the prophecy that Yeshua 
would not return until the government 
of Jerusalem officially invited Messianic 
Jews in the name of Yeshua Ha Adon to 
come to Jerusalem and be welcomed 
like we were. Now Yeshua can return to 
Yerushalayim because in my mind, the 
prophecy of Matthew 23:37–39 has 
been fulfilled. We came formally and 
legally invited by the government of 
Jerusalem in the name of the Lord.

Eric Tokajer
Pensacola, Florida

The first time I drove up to Jerusalem, 
my heart felt as if it would leap out 
of my chest from the emotions I 
felt. I was in a busload of Messianic 
rabbis, but I might as well have been 
alone because I could see nothing but 
the city. Everything else seemed to 
disappear into the background. This 
city, Jerusalem, is the reason I believe in 
Messiah Yeshua. “Why?” you may ask. 
 Well, as a young Jewish boy, my first 
real memories of Israel are from 1973, 
the Yom Kippur War. I will never forget 
the morning in October when I heard 
the people in my synagogue on that 
most sacred of days speaking, for the 
very first time, about the God of the 
Bible in present-day terms. Instead of 
Him being the God from the pages 
of a scroll or book, everyone around 
me was speaking of God as if He 
were standing in front of the army of 
Israel, defending the nation from her 
enemies. Almost every conversation 
held mention of “The Six-Day War,” 
“miracles” and “Jerusalem.”  That 
afternoon, in between services, I snuck 
into my room to read everything I 
could find in the encyclopedia about 
this war. That day in 1973, God became 
alive and real for me. 
 On my first trip up the mountain, 
I entered that city that almost 30 
years before was the centerpiece 
of a present-day miracle of 
biblical proportions, an event that 
introduced my heart to the living 
God and ignited my faith.
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Rabbi Matthew Salathe
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

I’ve only been in Jerusalem one 
time, with just the last day of our 
tour leaving us free to explore the 
city. It was a few short days before 
Hanukkah. A handful of us were 
enjoying our time in the Jewish 
Quarter when we were drawn to 
the sounds of music outside Porat 
Yosef Yeshiva. The local yeshivot 
were having a celebration and, at 
the same time, preparing gift bags 
for the children who would be 
celebrating Hanukkah in a hospital. 
Whether the children were victims 
of terrorism or suffering illness, 
these bags would contain gifts 
and personal cards with messages 
of encouragement. We were 
given a warm reception and were 
instantly included when we asked 
to participate in the activity. That 
response will always remain with 
me. We were a mixed group of 
Jews and Gentiles, yet that’s not 
who we were. We—locals and 
foreigners—were an act of love, 
as we joyfully filled each bag. 
That day, in that place, I was 
not on a tour; I was not there 
to observe. I was the fruit of 
promise. 
 Porat Yosef, “Joseph is a Fruitful 
Tree,” is taken from the opening 
words of Jacob’s blessing over Joseph 
in Genesis 49:22. The words of his 
blessing declare the growth of a 
people, while the actions of Jacob 
proclaim the reconciliation of a 
house. Truly, these prophetic words 
came to life that day, and are being 
realized even as you read this article. 
I will always cherish my first taste of 
this fruit in the Land.

THE YOUTH 

Hamilton Thomas 
Atlanta, Georgia

This past summer, I had the privilege 
to travel to Israel with the YMJA. I 
had no idea what to expect, and 
after landing, I was blown away. The 
culture, the food, the people, the 
atmosphere—this is the apple of 
God's eye, and I was there.
 Jerusalem itself had a major impact 
upon my life. However, no other 
place struck as deep as the Western 
Wall. Only one word quantifies my 
experience of this place: unforgettable. 
It was Friday evening. As I approached 
the wall, I could feel the atmosphere 
become heavier with each step. As 
dusk fell, more and more Jewish 
people from all backgrounds came for 
one reason, to praise the Lord.
 The fervency, respect and love for God 
emanating from the praying Jewish 
people was tangible from hundreds 
of yards away. As the sun began to set, 
their prayers reached a crescendo. At 
this moment Rabbi Kevin Solomon 
guided my group into hidden tunnel 
in the wall. Only the more religious 
Orthodox were there, dressed in white 
and black. They soon began raising 
their voices, worshipping and uttering 
their Sabbath prayers as Shabbat 
approached. The presence of God 
intensified and I began to feel the joy 
of the Lord bubbling up within me.
 Once we were outside, I noticed a 
group of men dancing and singing 
in celebration of the beginning of 
Shabbat. Despite it being obvious we 
were foreigners as we approached, 
they excitingly invited us to join them 
in the hype. I have never experienced 
such a sense of brotherhood before. 

Before I knew it, I was in the center 
of a Jewish mosh pit. A wave of 
unspeakable joy hit everyone in the 
area. Joy radiated from everyone 
and it was unmistakable. Despite our 
differences, from the highly religious 
Orthodox to people like me, we were 
all unified in that moment, praising 
God. Unforgettable.

Whitney Tattersall
Atlanta, Georgia

She’s beautiful, Jerusalem. The most 
impactful experience I had wasn't 
within the city gates itself; it was just 
outside, on the Mount of Olives.
 We drove up in our bus at sunset 
and our rabbi/guide had told us to 
close our eyes as we played “Shalom 
Jerusalem” over the speakers. 
 As we crested the hill, I opened my 
eyes, and it felt like a sword slid into 
my heart—painful and beautiful at 
the same time. The city was gleaming, 
and I felt like I could see the Lord’s 
hands surrounding it on every side. 
My heart felt heavier than it had in my 
life, but also somehow as if I had been 
waiting my whole life to see what I 
was seeing then.  We stepped off the 
bus, and I was overwhelmed. There's 
no better word.  “This is the promise, 
Whitney. My promise for you.”  The 
magnitude of His faithfulness rushed 
through me, looking at that city that 
had prevailed through every high and 
every low imaginable. It felt like my 
heart crawled out of my chest and 
buried itself into the soil like the Israeli 
flag, never to be uprooted. That's the 
moment our rabbi revealed where we 
stood—the Mount of Olives, the very 
place where my Faithful One would 
return one day. I realized that, like 
Israel, we can run all we want, but He 
is the God of restoration, and He will 
not break His covenant. The city of 
Jerusalem is a tried and true example 
of His endurance in seeing His 
promises and His people to the end.

Erik Mattson
Atlanta, Georgia

It was a late Friday afternoon in 
Jerusalem. The shops were closed. 
We passed a small convenience store 
with a sign that said,  “Open 24/6.” A 
lively sense of anticipation had been 
building up all day as the sun slowly 

traveled across the sky. The excitement 
felt as if it was coming from the 
city itself. Shabbat was about to 
commence. We rotated through some 
turnstiles. We cleared a checkpoint 
manned by armed IDF soldiers. All of 
a sudden, we saw the one thing every 
Jewish person dreams of seeing and 
praying at: the Western Wall. 
 It was a lot smaller than I expected. 
But the spirit there was immense. All 
us guys said goodbye to the girls as we 
walked toward our section of the Wall. 
Shabbat still had not officially started; 
the sun was still shining on a small 
portion of the Wall. Before praying 
at the Wall ourselves, Rabbi Kevin 
Solomon took us down to where the 
ultra-orthodox gathered to pray. We 
stood there for a few minutes, simply 
observing. I had no idea anyone could 
daven as intensely as these men 
were. Their fervency in prayer was 
convicting. What I knew they were 
missing was heart-wrenching. 
 We walked onto the main area a few 
minutes before Shabbat began. Men 
were already in circles, dancing with 
joy. We took this as our opportunity 
to pray. As I was praying and inserting 
my own written prayer in between the 
bricks, I was deciding whether I should 
try to take one of the pre-existing 
prayers as a memento and to pray for 
the person, as I did at the synagogue 
in Capernaum. I didn’t think I could 
do it without going unnoticed so I 
decided against it. As I reached my 
hands up above my head to touch the 
Wall, a piece of paper fell into my hand. 
I couldn’t tell if I knocked it out as I 
raised my hands or if it just fell from 
above but either way, I pocketed it and 
prayed for that person that night. 
 After I was done praying at the Wall, 
I returned and found the rest of my 
brothers. We were all enjoying the 
moment and watching the dancing. 
Then, the shadow had come to totally 
cover the Wall and the crowd erupted 
in more enthusiastic celebration. 
A dance circle nearby was slowly 
growing and before we knew it, we 
were engulfed in the fray. I have never 
been a part of such a hyped dance 
circle. At one point, it resembled 
more of a mosh pit than anything. We 
danced and sang as long as we could. 
This Shabbat evening at the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem was truly one of the 
most joyous moments of my life.  MT
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Worship music 
at the Sephardic 
conference included 
the heavenly music 
of a skilled harpist

In 2000, a chavurah (fellowship) was 
formed in the Research Triangle of 

North Carolina, surrounded by presti-
gious universities, high-tech companies 
and a growing Jewish community. It 
blossomed into Congregation Sha’arei 
Shalom, or “Gates of Peace,” a thriving 
Messianic congregation with activities 
ranging from Hebrew education pro-
grams to monthly prayer gatherings 
and corporate children’s services called 
Shabbat Shelanu, “Our Shabbat.”
 Rabbi Jason and Stephanie Sobel 
founded the chavurah and in 2001 tran-
sitioned into a congregation with week-
ly Shabbat services with the support of 
Rabbi Seth and Rachael Klayman and 
core members of the community. Rabbi 
Jason led the congregation until 2004, 
when he and his family moved away. 
 “My wife Rachael and I moved to 
Raleigh-Durham in 2000 when I was 
accepted to a graduate program in 
Judaic Studies at Duke University,” Seth 
said. “We were acquainted with Jason 
and Stephanie Sobel, who had already 
been living in the area for a short time. 
As soon as we moved, we reconnected 
with them and joined up with the small 
chavurah.”
 In 2004, Seth and Rachael moved to 
Jerusalem with no intention of returning, 
but their lives were unexpectedly directed 
back to Sha’arei Shalom, which they have 
been leading since 2005.
 “Given my parents’ path, from day 
one, my life was completely bathed in the 
exciting and awkward world of Messianic 
Judaism,” Seth said. “Both of my parents 
are Jewish, and both embraced Yeshua’s 
messiahship before I was born. I count 
them among the pioneers of the Messi-
anic Jewish congregational movement 
that we know today.” 
 Seth isn’t the only family member to 
embrace the Messianic lifestyle into his 
adulthood.
 “My sister, Rhena, has also been 
deeply involved in Messianic Judaism 
congregationally in Columbus, Ohio, as 
well as on the national level. My brother-
in-law Ari is transitioning into leadership 

at Baruch HaShem Messianic Synagogue 
in Dallas, and my sister-in-law Sabra is 
the Director of Operations for the YMJA.”
 Like Rabbi Seth’s multigenerational 
Messianic family, Rachael’s family has a 
similar story.
  “Rachael’s parents founded and lead 
Baruch HaShem Messianic Synagogue in 
Dallas, Texas,” Seth explained. “Rachael 
and I met at a UMJC conference when 
we were 12 years old.”
 The Klaymans have three children of 
their own—a 12-year-old son, a 9-year-
old daughter and a 6-year-old daughter.
 “They are full of life, joy, courage 
and kindness,” Seth said.
 So what is a typical Shabbat service 
at Sha’arei Shalom like?
 “Singing. Prayer. Tradition. Inno-
vation. Authenticity. Vibrancy. Inspiration. 
Warmth. Kids. Lots of kids!” Rabbi 
Klayman said.
 Although fostering a close com-
munity within the congregation is im-
portant, Seth also recognizes the value 
of sharing Yeshua’s love outside the syn-
agogue walls. Some ministries include 
serving the Jewish community in a local 
women’s prison and building a relation-
ship with a neighboring organization en-
gaged in fighting systemic poverty.
 “I started attending Sha'arei a decade 
ago while I was in college,” said Tiffany 
Thompson, a member of the Sha’arei 
Shalom community. “Seth and Rachael 
are incredible leaders and dear friends 
whom I admire and deeply respect. I am 
grateful to call this place home.”
 Seth holds multiple degrees from 
various schools, all related to Jewish stud-
ies, including the Ohio State University 
(B.A.), Oxford University (Dip.J.S.) and 
Duke University (M.A., Ph.D.). When 
asked which leaders inspire him, Seth 
credited his early spiritual leaders, 
including Dr. Michael Rydelnik, Rabbi 
Dr. Michael Schiffman and Rabbi How-
ard Silverman, as well as historical figures 
like David Ben-Gurion, Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel and Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  

Sha’arei Shalom: The Gates of Peace by Rebecca Vitkus

Rabbi Seth and Rachael Klayman and their kids dress up for Purim

Recently the sanctuary at Sha'arei Shalon received a makeover

At Sha'arei Shalom children participate in their popular music program
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Members of Congregation Sha’arei Shalom take Purim very seriously 

   “I affectionately refer to him as my rabbi,” Seth said of Dr. King. 
“I draw boundless inspiration from his leadership in the struggle for 
civil rights and from his soaring speeches that inspired and mobi-
lized so many.”
 Though he is influenced by the stories of these leaders, there’s 
one who stands above all the rest.
 “Most of all, I have profound respect for my wife Rachael’s lead-
ership,” Seth said. “Unlike the other people I’ve mentioned, I have 
the privilege of observing her leadership personally. She has uncanny 
insight into what lies below the surface of an issue, and she leads with 
hope, positivity, realism, creativity and (often) prescience.”
 Seth’s involvement in the Messianic community extends be-
yond state borders. He is currently serving a second term as secretary 
of the UMJC, working as an adjunct professor at The King’s Univer-
sity in Southlake, Texas, and speaking at conferences including the 
Messiah Conference, Meuchad and many others. 
 Seth was also one of the creators of Asheville Music Festival, 
(AMF), a one-time Messianic Jewish music and arts festival held in 
August 2012. Forty-eight emerging music groups from 17 states and 
5 countries played at AMF. Forty visual and performing artists par-
ticipated, and about 200 volunteers made it all happen. 
 “Over 1,000 people were present at AMF, a great part of whom 
were a part of the emerging generation—people increasingly step-
ping into significant leadership in our communities and organiza-
tions,” Rabbi Seth said. 
 This vision of AMF signifies Messianic Judaism moving from 
“what is” into “what can be,” he said. “We draw inspiration for this 
movement from the pioneers of modern-day Messianic Judaism, 
whom we sought to honor at the event, and who have instilled in us 
a desire to follow the Lord into land unsown. In this vision, Messi-
anic Judaism in the land of ‘what can be’ is marked by a resurgence 
of our Jewish people turning to HaShem, personal and corporate 
spiritual renewal, extreme unity across organizational bounds and 
greater clarity of vision for the remnant of Israel as we approach the 
fullness of the kingdom of Messiah on this earth.”
 With such an incredible history of chavurah beginnings and ac-
tive congregational life, what’s next for Seth and Sha’arei Shalom?
 “The completion of our sanctuary renovation,” Seth said. “Our 
vision is for the new aesthetic to better support our particular ap-
proach to worship, and to provide a space that makes our communi-
ty members, and especially our visitors, more at home in a Messianic 
Jewish environment.” 
 In the coming year, the congregation is also beginning a new 
community engagement initiative.  
 “This year, we are exploring ways we as a congregation can 
partner with local nonprofits who are doing good work in our local 
community,” Rabbi Seth said. “We are also building a relationship 
with a neighboring organization that has a multifaceted approach to 
combating systemic poverty in our area.”
 “Sha'arei Shalom is such a special place,” said Jamie Eaton, an 
active member of the congregation. “The first word that comes 

to my mind is ‘sweet.’ Community thrives here in a 
genuine way; people have deep relationships, and sup-
port for one another is abounding. The other word 
that comes to my mind is ‘balance.’ Having spent 
many years in the Messianic Jewish community, I love 
the balance of new and old at Sha'arei. I love the tra-
ditional elements and the embracing of our uniquely 
Jewish identity that mixes and blends perfectly with 
belief in Yeshua and how that is expressed at Sha'arei. 
I love the leadership’s courage at trying new things 
to move the congregation to a closer walk with God 
and the feeling of being home when I am within our 
peaceful gates."
 What is Rabbi Seth looking forward to experienc-
ing within his community?
  “Simply being in community with amazing 
people and together seeking to clear untrodden (or 
overgrown) paths for Jewish Yeshua-faith in a new 
generation,” Rabbi Seth said. “Along with our deep 
conviction of the rightness of Messianic Judaism, we 
experience what I think is a respectful dissatisfaction 
with some of ‘what is’ in our Messianic Jewish world. 
We want to be engaged in dialogue that is helpful, 
hopeful and ultimately furthers the work that God 
desires to do among us in the coming years.” MT A colorful art project teaches Hebrew to the children
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At thirty-one, Lauren Coleman lives a 
life of love, of change and of impact. 

She works for a nonprofit that changes 
the lives of those experiencing their final 
days. For Coleman, it all began with one 
heart-wrenching experience that open up 
a lifetime of opportunity.

“One of my best friends was dying of 
cancer and a care package was sent to her 
hours before she passed away.” 

Her best friend was Christa, and it 
had been her second journey with cancer. 
Lauren Coleman, 31, shares that Christa 
battled Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and had 
been in remission. Five years later, and her 
friend’s cancer had come back.

“The year before, Christa’s father had 
died of Stage 4 prostate cancer. Christa’s 
family went through a lot.” 

It was during this experience that 
Coleman realized how receiving a care 
package could impact the day of a cancer 
patient and their family members. 

Coleman recalls being intrigued 
by Phil’s Friends, the organization that 
sent Christa the package. Not only did 
Coleman think it thoughtful; Christa’s 
family experienced a sense of comfort 
during an incredibly difficult moment.

“Here was this faith-based mission,” 
Coleman states, that made “the love of the 
Lord tangible. It was really moving for me. 
I had never really seen that. One of the 
things about cancer is that is has hit all 
of us. Even if we don’t have it, we all love 
someone who has.” 

That impression has not left Coleman 
and ultimately led her to her career.

After Christa had passed away, 
Coleman ran into Kevin, Christa’s brother. 
It turns out that Kevin had become friends 
with the founder of Phil’s Friends. Kevin 
encouraged Coleman, “He kept telling 
me, ‘You need to get involved in this 
organization. You have a heart for the 
Lord. You have a heart for people with 
cancer.’

“My response was, ‘Kevin, I would 
love to but I go to school and work two 
jobs. That’s not really doable right now.”

Fast track to 2011, Coleman decided 
the summer before her senior year of 
college to only work one job. She was 
going to invest her time volunteering at 
Phil’s Friends twice a week. 

Officially, Phil’s Friends began 
in 2006. After defeating cancer twice, 
founder Phil Zielke saw the need to 
provide Messiah-centered support for 
those affected by cancer. The organization 
sends out packages-- free of charge-- 
that include personally decorated cards 
from volunteers, a blanket, hats for 
patients undergoing chemo, and often 
include devotionals or other inspirational 
material. He needed assistance for day-to-
day items, and for longer-term visions and 
projects.

The summer of 2011, Coleman’s 
initial plan was to stuff envelopes and 
send cards to cancer patients- items that 
assisted Phil’s Friends but that were not 
too executive-level. However, one of 
Coleman’s major courses had recently 
been canceled. In order to graduate on 
time, Coleman needed an internship. 
She approached Zielke with the idea 

Lauren Coleman: Bringing Hope by Stephanie Escalante

4Continued on the following page

Above: Lauren Coleman wore 
her Hanukkah sweater to the 
office Christmas party

Right: Flanked by founders 
Carrie and Phil Zielka

Below: Phil’s Friends’ “Hope 
to Hospital” program delivers 
packages to patients at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital

Right above: Lauren spent time 
with Janet, a young patient 
who went to be with the Lord in 
February of 2016

Right below: With others from 
Phil's Friends at Willow Creek 
Global Leaders Summit



May/June 2017 The Messianic Times 13

The ministry of intercessory prayer is an essential part of the Daughters of Righteousness conference

With granddaughter Samantha
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of turning her volunteering into an 
opportunity to help both the nonprofit 
and her educational dilemma. 

“I said, ‘Hey, Phil, can we maybe make 
this an internship?’” 

Coleman laughs at the memory. “I 
never left. In August it will be six years 
since I started my internship.”

She began coordinating events; Zielke 
needed assistance for a gala that Phil’s 
Friends puts together in order to raise 
funds for the nonprofit. The first year 
Coleman stepped in to help with the 
event, Phil’s Friends raised approximately 
$40,000—that was as an intern. By May 
2012, Coleman became a full-time paid 
employee. This past November, less than 
six years later, Coleman has helped Phil’s 
Friends raise over $250,000. 

From being an intern, Coleman 
became event and volunteer coordinator. 
“We were a much smaller organization at 
that time,” she notes. “At the time it was 
possible for those two items to be under 
one job.”

While Coleman recognizes the blessing 
of being able to work in a Believer-based 
organization, her career trajectory has 
come with its own learning curve. For 
years, Coleman worked more than one 
job at a time, noting that she got her work 
ethic from her mother and father, for 
whom she speaks with much admiration. 

“My parents are very hard workers. I 
didn’t want for anything growing up.” At 
the same time, they encouraged Coleman 
to value of independence and drive. “I 
knew that you can’t just expect things to 
be handed to you.” 

Growing up in Addison, right outside 
of Chicago, Coleman initially wanted to 
be Dolly Parton when she grew up. Her 
first job was when she was 15 at her high 
school bookstore. There, Coleman would 
go through books used by students and 
clean them to be used by another set of 
students. Jokingly, Coleman refers to this 
job as “not so glamorous.” However, she 
remembers being excited about getting 
work experience. 

Since her teenage years, Coleman 
has also worked in restaurants and in 
retail. These industries, she shares, have 
proven to be helpful in her nonprofit 
career. For instance, of Bath & Body 
Works, a job during her twenties, 
Coleman recognizes how much she was 
able to hone her interpersonal skills. “I 
loved the customer service training I got 
there,” she added. 

These days, Coleman’s serves Phil’s 
Friends as Development Director. When 
she started with Phil’s Friends, the 
nonprofit was reaching about 800 cancer 
patients a month, and operations ran out 
of Zielke’s basement. Now operations 
run out of The Hope Center, a facility 
that allows Phil’s Friends to serve 
approximately 10,000 cancer patients on 
a monthly basis. 

Phil’s Friends has partnerships 
with various hospitals throughout the 
Chicago area, where trained volunteers 
deliver packages to cancer patients right 
at their bedsides. These hospital sites 
are mainstream locations, and Coleman 
stressed that while Phil’s Friends is a 
faith based mission in which the faith 
component is demonstrated with love 
in action and not what is forced upon 
anyone. 

Anticipating that many patients are 
potentially Jewish, Coleman’s unique 
Messianic Jewish background prompted 
her to invite Jeremiah Zaretsky, of Jews 
for Jesus, for Jewish evangelism training. 
Working with Phil’s Friends, Coleman 
has had non-believing Jewish people 
asking her questions regarding her faith. 
“One of my favorite volunteers is a 
Jewish non-believer. She loves what we 
do. She knows that I am Messianic and 
we are the best of friends.”

Coleman points out that Phil’s 
Friends not only ministers to the 
cancer patients but the greater Chicago 
community. “Phil’s Friends has secular 
groups who volunteer and pack the 
packages. Many of them color cards and 
decorate the cards. We don’t hide who we 
are. And they love how we reach out in 
love. You never know where those seeds 
will be planted.”

A self-proclaimed perfectionist, 
Coleman is clearly dedicated to her 
career and job. Late 2016, Coleman 
experienced an epileptic episode which 
has forced her to slow down from the 
rapid pace she was used to working. For 
Coleman, not working as hard as she is 
used to is difficult, but leaning on the 
Lord has proven to get her through a 
tough season. 

“All the community, including 
donors and patients, prayed for me. 
When I had my first seizure, it really 
sidetracked me. My first fear was a brain 
tumor because of what I work around,” 
Coleman admits. “That’s where your 
mind goes.”

With an assured voice, Coleman 
continues, “I am feeling better every day. 
I am starting to get back to myself, again. 
It’s been a learning experience, but I have 
been experiencing the Father’s loving 
hand through all of it.”

Speaking with Coleman, it is very 
evident she is passionate about her work. 
She is articulate and incredibly familiar 
with the various components of Phil’s 
Friends operations. The thing that stands 
out the most, though, is her love for the 
people she serves and that serve alongside 
her. Coleman speaks respectfully of 
Zielke, of the many volunteers she 
works with, hospital staff, donors and 
care package recipients. To work in a 
nonprofit like Phil’s Friends, Coleman 
notes one of the most critical skills to 
have are people and communication 
skills. 

The other important skill, 
Coleman emphasized, was asking 
questions. “Never be afraid to ask 
for help or let others know what you 
may need.”  By letting people know 
Phil’s Friends needed blankets, United 
Airlines donated blankets. “If you 
don’t ask, the worst thing they can say 
is ‘no.’ I think anyone who works in 
a nonprofit needs to be comfortable 
asking questions. There’s a way to 
showcase the need.” 

She adds, “It is about telling the 
patient’s story.” 

“People are at the heart of any 
nonprofit, whether they be patients, 
volunteers or donors. One person can 
be all three. Each one is important in 
different ways.”

And that is the thing about Coleman, 
she always goes back to the people. MT
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Denver Seminary’s Master of 
Divinity and Certificate in 
Messianic Judaism exposes 
students to themes, issues, 
beliefs and practices of 
Messianic Judaism—

equipping Messianic and Protestant leaders to 
serve the Jewish community.     

denverseminary.edu/messianic-judaism

The UMJC is the oldest and broadest affiliation 
of congregations, “uniting and strengthening” 
the Jewish movement for Messiah Yeshua 
and connecting with Jewish life and identity.       

umjc.org

Hebrew classes, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
training, piano 
instruction, 
shofar lessons, 
homeschool 

tutoring in a Messianic setting, Messianic 
worship, and services for Mo’adim. Located in 

Arlington, Texas.     Hateivahministries.com

Hosting Israeli Travelers
 The most exciting  
 outreach on the face  
 of the globe! Become  
 a missionary to the  
 people of Israel with 
 out even leaving your  
 home!  

            hitinternational.net/en/home-page-2/

ktrahk ,hjhan ,hsuvh ire
The MJIF assists Messianic Jewish believers 
in the Land. Donations help with Bibles for 
spiritual growth, temporary living expenses, 
emergency aid, children’s needs, aid for Holocaust 

survivors and job training.                      mjif.org

Award-winning 

weekly Messianic 

TV program.

WATCH IT NOW!            

jewishjewels.org
facebook.com/JewishJewels

Reaching Israel with the GOOD NEWS and
the Nations with the TRUTH about Israel!

Sign up for your free monthly Maoz Israel 
Report, providing spiritual and prophetic 
perspective on the political and social current 
events as they happen.              maozisrael.org

Promoting life-long discipleship in Messianic 
Community, equipping Yeshua’s disciples, both 
grafted and chosen, for the work of building up 
the body of Messiah.       wisdomhousellc.com

RII is dedicated to reaching out with the Good 
News of Yeshua to Israel and the Nations, 
serving the poor and needy, equipping 
believers for effective ministry and mobilizing 
the next generations to impact their world.

reachinitiative.com

Netzer David International Yeshiva
and St. Petersburg Seminary

hhsus rmbhh ,hnutkbhcv vchah

Distance courses available—start any time! 
Enroll & get your degree.
Be licensed or ordained.

 sptseminary.edu

Messianic Jewish
Israel Fund

Tours of the Holy Land 
Your Tour Planning Experts
for a Life-Changing Journey!
Come to Israel with us and 
your life will never be the 
same! You want something 
different? Please give us the 
opportunity to serve you!

TOTHL.com

Here is the “truly Jewish 
story” of Paul Liberman, 
a pillar of the modern 
Messianic movement, 
and how he discovered 
his destiny in the Messiah 
of Israel. Order yours 
today!

dontcallmechristian.com

Continuing to serve the Messianic Jewish 
community with educational excellence
Apply to our graduate program today at 

mjti.org

Messianic Literature Outreach

Ariel Ministries exists in 
order to evangelize Jewish 
people and to disciple 
Jewish and Gentile believers 
through intensive Bible 
teaching from a Jewish 
perspective.

ariel.org

A delightful, insightful, 
and provocative allegory, 
in the genre of Pilgrims 
Progress, depicting the 
issues confronting the 
modern Messianic 
movement.

Available on amazon.com

OUTREACH ISRAEL 
is a broad-based educational ministry. 

Our extensive Messianic 
Apologetics division has 
published over thirty books 
and commentaries in paper-
back and eBook. 

outreachisrael.net

Want to make an impact in Israel? Help us 
provide the next generation of young leaders a 
Bible-based education through Tikvat Yisrael 
Elementary school!   hopeofisraelschool.org

From driving tempos, to worshipful ballads and 

Jewish melodies on a contemporary backdrop, 

Lev Shelo’s music is uplifting, celebratory, 

reflective and relevant for our times.
levshelo.com



Is it possible that the 
most important person 
in history, during the 
most important event 
in history, delivered 
the most important 
message in hisotry?  

Now available at
RabbiEricT.com

TKU is a UMJC-approved school for 
training rabbis and teachers in the Messianic 
community.  The program also exists to train 
Christian leaders who are called to be bridges 
between the Church and the Jewish people.

TKU.edu/academics/messianicstudies     
 

H E B R E W  C O R N E R

Zemer
rnz
The hills are alive

The root zemer—r-n-z—usually has something to do with either singing or tree 
pruning or sometimes even a sheep or mountain goat. Though I cannot claim to 
understand what (or if there is) a connection between all of these meanings, I will focus 
of words and expressions that bring us all the sound of music.

While the word zemer—rnz—is translated “song,” the variation, zamir—rhnz—refers 
either to singing itself or to the quintessential songbird, the nightingale. In Song of 
Songs 2:12, we read, Eyt hazamir higiyah—ghdv rhnzv ,g—which can be translated as 
“the time of the nightingale has come,” or “The time for singing has come.” Either way, it 
refers to springtime when there is always singing! Most people are familiar with a style 
of instrumental Jewish wedding music called klezmer—rnzhkf—which features the 
same z-m-r root, but adds a prefix which makes the meaning“instruments of song.” 

As the poet laureate of the Scriptures, King David was called na’im zmirot Yisrael— 
ktrah ,urhnz ohgb—“the sweet singer of Israel.” So be like David and lift your voice! 
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…for the restoration of Israel
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Your source for everything Messianic Jewish! 
Publisher of the Complete Jewish Bible, 
enjoyed all over the world. Largest selection 
of Messianic books & resources—Judaica, 
shofars, jewelry, Messianic music, etc.  

messianicjewish.net
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restoration of the people of Israel, sharing the 
Good News and love of Messiah through a 
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humanitarian aid efforts.            mjaa.org
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SOJOURNER: ANCIENT PATHS
Written to recognize 
the faith of old that 
honor the one called 
“the Ancient Of Days.” 
We hope these songs 
will bless our listeners 
as a personal experience 
in joining our praise. 

sojournersong.wordpress.com

JEWS FOR JESUS
brings you the Gospel of 
Matthew as never before. 
Original art depicts the 
Jewishness of the TLV 
translation. View the 
paintings and order 
your book online today.

themultitudes.com

Jewish Voice Ministries proclaims the Gospel 
“to the Jew first” through international 
humanitarian and festival outreaches and 
equips the Church to embrace its Jewish roots.

jvmi.org

Olive Press features 

books that draw us 

near to Yeshua, help 

reveal His Glory and 

Grace, the Jewishness of His message and that 

He is the Messiah. We help ordinary people 

publish good books about Yeshua working in 

their lives.              olivepresspublisher.com

                                Ted Pearce
is a singer/songwriter 
and musician. His style
blends joyful praise and

 intimate worship, often
accompanied by Hebraic dancing, banners,
shofar blowing, clapping and lots of singing!
to bring together people of diverse backgrounds 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit.  tedpearce.com

will equip you for a dynamic ministry to the 
Jewish people! Learn more at feinberg.org. 

Born out of an idea 

to not only share your 

Faith in Messiah, but to 

also start conversations.

Glass Pendants, Metal 

Etched and Snap Jewelry.

inscribedonmyheart.com

Inscribed on My Heart

Brit Ahm Messianic Synagogue is a Messiah-
centered, Torah observant community of both 
Jewish and non-Jewish believers, sharing 

God’s Word with all peoples from all nations.

 britahm.org

CHILDREN'S TORAH – Activity Book 1
The Children’s Torah 
series is designed for 
children ages 6–14. 
Lessons cover the weekly 
Torah Parasha, Haftara, 
and B’rit Hadashah. 
Great for home school 
or worship center. 
Find it on amazon.com

Jewelry by 
Moshe Ozery
Messianic pendants 

and other jewelry 

as well as custom orders. 

For more Biblical and Israeli Jewelry, please 

visit www.mojudaica.net. 

Please like us on Facebook: Mo Judaica.
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From Down Under to Hollywood…Florida by Mandie Greenberg Cook

What'saNiceMenschLikeYou?

Matthew Absolon lives and ministers in South Florida,
but grew up as one of eight children in Mackay, 

Queensland, Australia. That he is not native to the Miami 
area becomes readily apparent within minutes of first 
speaking with him. His accent, though softened by a de-
cade of living in the United States, is still unmistakably 
Australian. So how does a nice Jewish boy from the “Land 
Down Under” end up in South Florida? The same way 
many stories begin: with a girl.
 Both sides of his family had been established in 
Australia for four generations, but Matt and his siblings 
were only the second generation to be raised as Messianic 
Jews. From a very young age, Matt had a deep understand-
ing of the reality of God. In speaking with him, Matt can 
recall encounters with God as young as 8 years old. As he 
grew older, it took study of religion, theology and the 
doctrines that he had been raised with to solidify his 
beliefs. From there, Matt continued to study in order to be 
able to defend his faith. And even as a teenager, God was 
beginning to stir in him a heart for ministry.  
 Due to the relatively small size of the Australian Messi-
anic community, social networking sites became a way for 
Matt to connect with the greater Messianic community all 
over the world. While on the site Myspace© one day in the 
early 2000s, Matt became friends with a young lady named 
Annie from Florida. She was just a couple of years younger, 
Jewish, Cuban and like him, a second generation Messianic Jew. 
They began talking regularly through the site and when it 
came time for Matt to choose a vacation destination, he 
knew exactly where he wanted to go. Florida. 
 At just 20 years old, Matt flew to Florida, excited about 
his first trip to America and the chance to meet Annie. She 
and her parents were waiting at the airport when his plane 
touched down. From that moment, any plans he had for 
his time in the States were thrown out the window. For the 
next few weeks, spending time with Annie was all that mat-
tered. As the time for him to return home grew closer, Matt 
couldn’t see himself without this beautiful, godly young 
woman in his life. After speaking with her parents, Matt 
asked Annie to marry him before he left.  She said yes. 
 Matt returned to Australia, his fiancée still in Florida, 
and began preparing himself to be a husband. Eighteen 
months later, he had gotten all the necessary paperwork, 
finances and preparations completed in order to return to 
America. In 2009, Matt was able to marry the love of his life 
and take her as Mrs. Annie Absolon. At the time of their 
wedding, neither of them knew what God had in store for 
them, but they both agreed that ministry would be a part 
of it. “Both Annie and I knew we wanted to be in ministry 
from a young age. Even as children we both wanted to serve 
the Lord, so it became a pillar of our marriage. We dedicated 
ourselves to ministry as a couple from the moment we got 
married,” Matt explained. 
 Upon moving to America permanently, Matt and Annie 
joined Congregation Shema Israel, a Spanish-speaking 
Messianic congregation in Deerfield Beach/Miami, led by 
Rabbi Manuel Goffman. There they were discipled and 
trained as a part of Shema Israel’s ministry team. The Abso-
lons were there for several years before a need arose at one 
of Shema Israel’s sister-congregations: Beth T’filah in Hol-
lywood, Florida. Rabbi Gi’don Nelson founded Congrega-
tion Beth T’filah. After many years of faithful service to the 
community, Rabbi Nelson was forced to retire due to health 
issues. With his retirement eminent, Rabbi Nelson contacted 
Rabbi Goffman for counsel. Knowing their hearts for min-
istry and their unified gift of leadership, Rabbi Goffman 
offered the Absolons to help Beth T’filah. Rabbi Nelson 
welcomed the nomination and Rabbi Goffman sent them 
out with his blessing. 
 The Messianic community of South Florida is relative-
ly close-knit, so when Rabbi Ira Brawer of Heritage House 
Ministries heard that one of the congregations in the area 
needed help, he too offered his assistance. The Absolons wel-
comed his knowledge, experience and council. Rabbi Brawer 
became a mentor to Matt and Annie, helping them navigates 
the brand-new arena of congregational leadership. 
 When speaking to Rabbi Brawer about the Absolons, 
he had this to say: “From the first time I met Matthew, I 

knew he was a special young man. As soon as I got to 
know him, I found him to be a serious lover of Yeshua, 
his family and God’s people. It has been a joy to be a part 
of his life and development as a leader, both in his home 
and in the congregation. Additionally, he has one of the 
greatest assets that a man can be blessed with by God: his 
wife Annie.”
 Even before taking on the leadership of Congrega-
tion Beth T’filah, Matt had begun pursuing his masters 
in Rabbinic Studies through Netzer David, a UMJC-    
approved Yeshiva spearheaded by Rabbi, Dr. John Fischer 
and Dr. Patrice Fischer. Eventually, Matt will also pursue 
s’micha (ordination). But until then, he is firm about not 
being labeled as a rabbi. He says, “I’m a lover of study 
and lecture. As of right now, I’ve been at Netzer David 
for the last four years or so. And I believe that until I 
finish all my studies, I cannot be called a rabbi. For now, 
I’m just the Rosh Kehilah or Head of the Congregation. 
It will take me a few more years to finish up my degree 
since I’m only able to go part time right now. But I will 
see it completed.” 
 In addition to leading a congregation, Matt is the 
owner of his own construction company. Back in 
Australia, his family had been heavily involved in con-
struction. Matt had done all sorts of odd jobs growing 
up and wasn’t too keen on going back into it. But, as a 
staunch believer in being bi-vocational, Matt sought the 

Lord about what to do. He felt called to start his own 
company and since he stepped out in obedience, his 
business has been blessed.
 His business acumen, as well as his openness about 
his identity, has led to some strong relationships among 
the mainstream Jewish community in his neighborhood. 
“When it comes to cultivating relationships with the Jew-
ish community, I’ve found that it all comes down to being 
genuinely loving. Genuine love is still hard to find and 
people will be attracted to Yeshua’s love in you. Beyond 
that, I’ve found that not hiding who I am and not apolo-
gizing for what I believe also helps to build trust. There are 
some who won’t want to connect with me, but that’s OK. 
I’m still going to show them the love of Yeshua.” 
 Whenever Matt speaks about the congregation, he 
lights up. “I love seeing Yeshua at work in people’s lives. 
At the beginning of this year, we had six baptisms and 
proclamations of faith. On top of that, we’re seeing mar-
riages grow in stability and people deepen their relation-
ship with Adonai. And that’s what makes me tick. We are 
truly blessed to have a small congregation of genuinely 
warm and loving believers in Yeshua.”
 With a congregation, a business and two beautiful 
children, Jimmy and Mikhaeli, the Absolons have a very 
full plate. But they wouldn’t have it any other way. And 
we look forward to what the Lord with do through them 
in the days to come. MT

Matthew Absolon leads a congregational 
Passover seder at Beth T'filah Messianic 
Congregation in Melbourne, Florida

Naming ceremony of daughter Mikhaeli Tikvah
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Pasta is Italian, bagels are Jewish, and chicken chow mein is Chinese right? Wrong; 
the bagel's roots are not Jewish, but rather Italian. While pasta’s history begins in 

China, the Chinese food staple chow mein is actually an American dish. What does 
this lost history of these different popular foods have to do with Jesus and Christianity?
 The answer is simple. In the exact same way that these three foods and many others are 
believed to be culturally connected to a certain people group and tradition, Yeshua/Jesus—a 
Jew born in a Jewish town named Bethlehem, to Jewish parents), who lived His life accord-
ing to Biblical/Jewish law and conventions, and who died in Jerusalem—has been largely 
removed from His real Jewish culture, and over the centuries became a Hellenized Christian.
  I know that many people reading this may still at this point be wondering, “What differ-
ence does it makes” You can enjoy a bagel in a kosher deli without understanding that the 
first bagels we made by Italians. You can eat a bowl of chow mein noodles without concern 
that it was first eaten in America and not in China. We also know the long piece of pasta is no 
less delicious just because the first ones to slurp pasta were not in Italy.
  While there may be no critical impact by the lost origins of certain foods, removing 
Yeshua from His roots is more than cultural appropriation. It isn’t just that Yeshua was 
Jewish. When we learn about Yeshua outside of the context of the Tanakh and the nation 
Israel, we may see Him as Messiah, but we cannot understand why only He can be the 
Messiah. Outside of the context that Yeshua was born into, we cannot understand the 
meaning of Galatians 4:4, “But when the fullness of time came, God sent out His Son, born 
of a woman and born under law.”—(TLV)
  Removed from context, it is impossible for someone to understand “fullness of time,” 
“God sent out His son,” or “born under law.” Without the knowledge that begins in 
Genesis 1:3, “God said, ‘Let there be light!’ and there was light,” (TLV), it is impossible 
to understand John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. The one who follows Me…will 
have the light of life.” (TLV)
  Yeshua’s death, burial and resurrection can hardly be understood without Genesis 1:14, 
“Let lights in the expanse of the sky be for separating the day from the night. They will be for 
signs and for seasons…” The word in verse 14 is the Hebrew word moedim—“appointed 
times.” There were biblical reasons that Yeshua died on Passover, was buried before the 
Sabbath, and rose again on the Firstfruits of the barley harvest. These reasons were set from 
the very first words of the Bible and continue throughout the Old Testament texts.
  While it may not make any difference if someone goes their whole life thinking 
that bagels are Jewish, pasta is Italian and chow mein is Chinese, it makes a huge difference 
if a believer in Yeshua doesn’t know that Jesus was/is a Jew, because the very foundation of 
what they believe is resting on that truth. After all, remember what Yeshua said on the last 
great day of the Feast in John 7:38, “Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture says, ‘out of his 
innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”
  In order to have rivers of living water flow out of our innermost being, we must believe 
in Him as the Scriptures said, remembering that the only Scriptures in existence when those 
words were spoken were the books of the Old Testament. MT

Jesus Is to Christianity as 
Pasta Is to Italians by Eric Tokajer

�e Messianic Times believes in the importance 
of investing in the next generation to lead the 
Messianic movement. Many dedicated 
students are pursuing degrees in Messianic 
Jewish Studies to further God’s Kingdom.

For the ��h year, �e Messianic Times will be 
awarding the Paul Liberman Messianic Jewish 
Studies Scholarship of $2,500 to a student 
attending a recognized Messianic Jewish Studies 
program. �is is our chance to invest in the 
future of our movement.

HOW TO APPLY 
Applications must be received by May 31, 2017.
�e scholarship is awarded in August, 2017. 
Email director@messianictimes.com or write to 
�e Messianic Times, PO Box 10943, Pensacola, 
FL 32524 to receive your application packet.

HOW TO DONATE
Join this worthy endeavor to help equip our 
young people to become tomorrow’s leaders
by emailing or writing to �e Messianic Times
at the contact information above.

Paul Liberman Messianic Jewish Studies Scholarship
Helping students become future leaders of the Messianic Movement

Study to Show Yourself Approved
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“I am very pleased that the UMJC has 
chosen a dynamic and talented young 
woman as our executive director,” said 
Merryl Eaton, one of the founders of 
Achot, the Union’s sisterhood. “Monique 
will be a great asset in attracting 
and retaining young people to our 
movement.”

Few women assume positions of 
leadership in the Messianic Jewish 
community, although opportunities 
have gradually been increasing. During 
the past decade, the Union’s sisterhood 
has successfully encouraged women 
to become delegates and serve on 
committees. Outside the Union, the 
Messianic Jewish Alliance of America has 
elected female board members and youth 
leaders, yet men still fill top positions. 
Women in Messianic Jewish missions can 
be found in upper level management. 

“We didn’t pick Monique because she 
was a woman,” said Russ Resnik, former 
executive director of UMJC, referring to 
the more than 80 percent of delegates 
who confirmed her appointment at the 
2016 summer conference, “but because 
she had the gifts, and the wiring, and the 
experience that were a great fit.”

During the Union conference in 
Ontario, California, congregational 
delegates debated the nature of the 
executive director’s role, which had 
always been filled by a rabbi. Rabbi Russ 
Resnik, 68, who had counseled rabbis of 
UMJC in his post of 17 years, decided to 
step down to focus on writing, teaching 
and counseling the rabbinic community. 
Before the vote, Brumbach discussed 
with Resnik his continued engagement 
within the Union. 

“She foresaw that there were parts of 
what I did that she wouldn’t be able to 
do,” said Resnik, regarding the rabbinic 
aspects of his job. Resnik now works 
in a newly created role of rabbinic 
counsel and will deepen his advising 
commitments to the rabbis of the Union’s 
73 congregations, while Brumbach will 
focus on organizational development, 
marketing, fundraising and basic 
management.

The lack of women leaders in the 
Messianic community stems mainly 
from theological factors. A diversity of 
views on women’s roles exists in the 

circumstances differ in human rights 
than in the Messianic world, coalition-
building skills will be key to her dealings 
within the Messianic community and 
essential toward fostering relations 
with the Church and wider Jewish 
communities, she said. Unlike her work 
in litigation, Brumbach doesn’t view 
Messianic Jewish communal leadership 
as adversarial. 

“The challenge is to impart vision, 
leverage people’s unique gifts, and 
promote unity in diversity,” she said.

Brumbach’s history with the Union 
goes back to her childhood. Her mother, 
Michelle Beadle, founded New Orleans’ 
first Messianic Jewish synagogue, Adat 
Yeshua, in 1994, using Union resources. 
For her bat mitzvah, Congregation Beth 
Messiah in Houston flew in a Torah scroll, 
buying it a separate seat on the airplane. 
Brumbach also met her husband, Rabbi 
Joshua Brumbach of Ahavat Zion 
Messianic Synagogue—with whom she 
now has a 4-year-old son—at a 2007 
UMJC conference in Chicago.

Messianic Jewish community, but its 
predominantly conservative approach 
sets limits on higher offices. Within 
congregations, women serve as music 
team leaders, children’s program 
directors or as co-congregational 
leaders. The Union developed some 
means to propel women into rabbinic 
roles, such as the Madrikh certificate—
advanced adult educator training. The 
egalitarian-leaning Messianic Jewish 
Rabbinical Council, which is mostly 
made up of Union rabbis, sanctioned 
the ordination of women while the 
Union itself currently rejects the idea.

At the conference, Brumbach 
presented her background and vision 
for the UMJC and although the majority 
supported her, the appointment 
was not without some controversy, 
according to Resnik. One congregation 
resigned from the Union as a result, 
while others are still waiting to see how 
things work out. Despite the division of 
labor between Resnik and Brumbach, 
regional directors must report to the 
executive director. 

“There is still an authority flow that 
this one congregation felt it couldn’t 
live with,” Resnik said. 

Brumbach said she can handle a 
challenge, partly because of demanding 
work she faced as a human rights 
lawyer. For several years, she said she 
litigated on behalf of refugee women 
fleeing gender-based violence in her 
role as refugee project director for 
Human Rights USA. Subsequently, as 
advocacy director for Falling Whistles, 
an organization that fought for peace in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
she, together with many others, pressed 
for the appointment of a United States 
envoy to the Great Lakes Region of 
Africa. As a result of the lobbying, 
Senator Russ Feingold together with 
Secretary of State John Kerry were in 
place at the right time to quell a 2013 
rebellion of M23, one of the deadliest 
rebel groups in east Africa. 

Pushing for a government appointment 
to Congo required building unlikely 
coalitions from those in Congolese civil 
society, human rights organizations 
and even from mining companies, 
said Brumbach. While the stakes and 

“I joke that the Union has given me 
a community, a husband, a child and a 
job,” she said.

For the first year in her new role, 
Brumbach will travel a lot. She aims to 
visit each of the Union’s seven regions to 
better assess the needs of congregational 
leaders. She’ll be carrying forward and 
deepening Resnik’s goal of enhancing 
the value of Union membership for 
congregations by developing training 
opportunities and practical resources to 
address humanitarian needs. She hopes 
to expand the pipeline for leadership 
growth not only for new rabbis, but 
also for educators, outreach workers, 
administrators, cantors and crisis workers. 

Brumbach also plans to reach 
out to the Union’s 11 international 
communities. “I want to forge 
partnerships that are grounded in 
mutual respect and solidarity,” she said 
about listening to the needs of local 
leaders in Israel, Germany, Russia and 
Brazil, without imposing her worldview 
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Left above: Key leaders in the Union of Messiaic 
Jewish Congregations pray over Michelle 
Brumbach, anointing her as the new executive 
director of the UMJC

Left below: Monique in a lighter moment, laughs 
out loud at a remark made during a UMJC 
meeting

Right: Rabbi Josh and Monique Brumbach 
and their family at the 2016 UMJC annual 
conference

The selection of the new UMJC 

executive director Monique 

Brumbach signals a turn toward 

youth and change. She says, 

“It’s my job to sustain it and 

grow it so that it benefits the next 

generation of Messianic Jews.

on them. Outside of the UMJC, she hopes to build relationships with organizations such as the Messianic Jewish Alliance of America, Jewish Voice Ministries International, 
Chosen People Ministries, and Toward Jerusalem Council II Initiative.  

She shares a vision of a more mature Messianic Judaism that fully lives out Messianic faith in a Jewish context with her husband, Rabbi Joshua Brumbach. With all her 
responsibilities, Brumbach’s duties as the rebbetzin of Ahavat Zion will focus on hospitality and a listening ear for her husband. Rabbi Brumbach balances his life as a pulpit 
rabbi with his own commitments to the UMJC, serving on the theology committee, steering committee and as president of the Union of Messianic Believers—the individual 
membership arm of the union. 

Union leadership seems to be trending younger as seen in its new president, Jesse Hutcher, who was elected at the same time as Brumbach. The interim chair of the UMJC 
20s committee, Antonina Kerner, 28, is encouraged by Brumbach’s appointment. “I feel both empowered and challenged by Monique’s leadership,” she said.

Although Monique Brumbach shows a deep respect for her predecessors, such as Resnik, she also signals youth and change for the Union. She feels a profound obligation 
toward stewarding this new role. “It’s not really my job to shape this thing in my own image, she said. “It’s my job to sustain it, and grow it, so that it benefits the next 
generation of Messianic Jews.” MT



B O A Z N A ’A M I R U T

THE BOOK OF RUTH
exploring names
in the scriptures
There are Chamesh Megillot (,ukhdn anj)—

�ve scrolls that make up the grouping of the Hebrew 

Scriptures called the Ketuvim (ohcu,f)—Writings. 

The scrolls are 

 Tehillim (ohkv,)—Psalms 

 Aichah (vfht)—Lamentations 

 Kohelet (,kve)—Ecclesiastes 

 Shir HaShirim (ohrhav rha)—The Song of Songs  

 Rut (,ur)—The Book of Ruth 

There are three main characters in this Biblical story: 

 Naomi, Ruth and Boaz.

There are also three minor characters: Naomi’s husband 

Elimelech (my God is king), her other daughter-in-law 

Orpah (faun) and Naomi’s unfortunate sons, Mahlon 

(in�rmity) and Chilion (pining).  Another signi�cant

name is that of the famous descendant who resulted 

from the events of this compact little drama; namely, 

Daveed HaMelech (lknv sus)—King David.

T H E  S C R O L L  O F  R U T H

NAOMI means pleasantness. 

She even addresses the painful irony of this 

when her two sons die. Naomi bemoans her

circumstances, telling her daughters-in-law 

not to call her Naomi but Mara—bitterness.

BOAZmeans strength. He was

Naomi’s relative who permitted Ruth to

glean the grain at the edges of his �elds. 

He provided for her, protected her and, 

as her kinsman-redeemer, married her.

RUTH,  hero and namesake of this 

story, was from Moab. When Naomi and family 

went there to escape the famine, Ruth enetered 

the fold where she remained, even in the face

 of the tragic circumstances. Ruth means friend.
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The Book ofRuth
Word Find

Israeli Cheesecake for Shavuot
Ingredients 
100 grams of butter, room temperature
2 egg yolks
1 tablespoon decaffeinated coffee
1/2 cup sugar
1-1/2 cups cake flour
3 eggs
750 grams Israeli white cheese (Gevina Levana)
1 cup sugar
1 packet vanilla sugar
2 tablespoons flour
2 containers sour cream
1 packet vanilla sugar
2 tablespoons sugar

Directions
1.  Preheat oven to 375º (F). Spray a 9"x13" cake pan with 

non-stick cooking spray.
2.  In a bowl, combine butter, egg yolks, coffee, sugar and 

flour with your hands until crumbly. Press into cake pan 
as base for the cake.

3.  In a bowl, combine eggs, white cheese, sugar, vanilla 
sugar and flour. Pour on top of cake base.

4.  Bake 375º (F) for 30 minutes or until cheese does not 
wiggle.

5. Remove and cool for 30 minutes.
6.  Turn oven temperature down to 200º (F). 
7.  In a small bowl, mix sour cream with vanilla sugar and 

sugar. Spread over cooled cake.
8.  Bake at 200º (F) for 20 minutes.
9.  Refrigerate.

Serving Suggestion
This cheesecake tastes best after it has been chilled for a 
few hours, and even better the next day.

Word Find Solution

MessianicFamilyPage

Can you find these words in the grid above?  

1. ALCHAH 2. BITTERNESS 3. BOAZ

4. CHAMESH 5. CHILION 6. ECCLESIASTES

7. ELIMELECH 8. FRIEND 9. KETUVIM 

10. KINSMAN 11. KOHELET 12. LAMENTATIONS 

13. MAHLON 14. MARA 15. MEGILLOT

16. NAOMI 17. OPRAH 18.PLEASANTNESS

19. PSALMS 20. REDEEMER 21. STENGTH

22. TEHILIM 23. WRITING

From the Kitchen
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UnitedStates
Alabama
Bayou La Batre: Congregation Beit Israel-IAMCS Rabbi Paul 
 Collins Meets: 8340 E Rabby St 36509 Serv: Sat 11am with 
 Oneg following (251) 824-0502 www.shalommobile.com
Birmingham: Beth Hallel-IAMCS Rabbi David Schneier 
 Meets: 2230 Sumpter St 35226 Serv: Fri 7pm Sat Torah Study 10:30am 

Tues11:30am Prophecy in the News 7pm Yeshiva Class Daily Bible 
Reading Weekdays 9am (205) 822-2510 www.shalombirmingham.com 

 info@shalombirmingham.com
Daphne: Congregation Mayim Chayim-IAMCS Rabbi David Tokajer
    Meets: 10526 County Road 64, Daphne (251) 279-0068  
    www.shalomeasternshore.com  info@shalomeasternshore.com

Arizona
Peoria: Arrowhead Messianic Congregation Rabbi Allan Moorhead 
   Meets: 10739 N 75th Ave  85345 Serv: Bible Study Sat 8:30am;
   Shabbat Service 10:17am (623)780-9775 www.myamc.org  
   rabbiallan@myamc.org
Prescott: Ahava B’Shem Yeshua-IAMCS Leader Al Rodriguez 
 Meets: Alliance Bible Church 2601 W Iron Springs Rd 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am followed by Oneg (928) 443-5988 
 www.ahavabshemyeshua.com crlooks@cableone.net

California
Agoura Hills (LA area): Beth Emunah Messianic Synagogue 
 Rabbi  Steve Stern Meets: 5312 Derry Ave Ste N Serv: Sat 11am 
 followed by oneg, dancing, Shirim Chorale (818) 597-9700 
 www.bethemunah.org office@bethemunah.org    
Crestline/Calimesa: Shiloh Messianic Congregation Pastor Bruce Dowell 

Serv: Fri 7pm & Sun 10am-Crestline; Sat 10am & Tues 7pm-Calimesa 
(909) 338-4846  www.shilohmessianic.com shilohcongregation@gmail.com

Fresno: Beth David Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Meets: 4147 E 
 Dakota & Cedar Serv: Sat 9am Torah Study 10am (559) 435-0106 
 www.bethdavidmc.org info@bethdavidmc.org
Fresno: Beit Tefillah Messianic Fellowship-UMJA Rabbi Adam J. Bernay 

Meets: 525 E Clinton Ave 93704 Call for Service dates and times 
 (559) 906-6297
Fullerton: Temple Aviv Judea  Rabbi Corey Sylvester Meets: 704 E 

Commonwealth Ave  92831 Serv: Sat 10am Children’s Shabbat 
School (714) 748-4504 www.avivjudea.org

Irvine: Shuvah Yisrael-IAMCS Messianic Rabbi Larry Feldman
 Meets: 5000 Barranca Pkwy Serv: Sat 10am Shabbat School 
  & Nursery (949) 679-1261 www.shuvahyisrael.org

Long Beach: Beit David Messianic Fellowship-Meets: 1240 E Carson 
     St  90807 Serv: Sat 10am, with Oneg and fellowship following 
 www.Beit-David.org torah-of-freedom@msn.com
Palm Springs: Ohav Shalom-IAMCS Rabbi Paul Liberman Meets: 

5005 Calle San Raphael 92264 (near Dinah Shore & Gene Autry
 Intersection) Serv: Sat 10am (760) 668-5966  
 www.ohavshalomministries.com  ohavpalmsprings@gmail.com
San Diego: Kehilat Ariel-UMJC Rabbi Barney Kasdan Meets: 3219 

Clairemont Mesa Blvd Serv: Sat 10:30am (children’s program) Youth &  
Yeshiva class Tues 7pm (858) 490-4355 www.kehilatariel.org

San Diego: Tree of Life Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Rabbi 
 Joel Liberman Meets: 11330 Campo Rd (Hwy 94 @ Jamacha Blvd)
 La Mesa Serv: Sat 10am (619) 656-1168 www.treeoflifeca.org 
 ravjoel@pacbell.net
San Jacinto: Simchat Yeshua Messianic Congregation-IAMCS 

Rabbi Brian Beleci Meets: 2585 S San Jacinto Blvd #30  92583 
 Serv: Sat 9am Hebrew Class 10:30am Shabbat Service 
 www.simchatyeshua.com bbileci@yahoo.com
Santa Ana: Ben David Messianic Jewish Congregation-AMC 
 Messianic Rabbi Doug Friedman Meets: 651 W Sunflower 92707 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am Shabbat School & Hebrew Instruction 
 (949) 551-2659 www.BenDavidMJC.org 
Tustin: Adat Hallel Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Congregational 

Leader John Siu Meets: 600 W 6th St  Serv: Sat 10:30am (714) 630-6703 
www.myadat.com  office@myadat.com

West Covina: Simchat Yeshua Meets: 1100 E Cameron Ave, Room #10 
Serv: Sat 11am worship prayer schmooze, nosh. Bible study 2pm 
(626) 290-0234 www.simchatyeshua.org rebgene@simchatyeshua.org

West Hills (LA Area): Adat Y’shua Ha Adon Michael H Brown Meets: 
7475 Fallbrook Ave Serv: Fri 7:30pm & Sat 11am (818) 222-0200 

 www.adatyshua.org  adatyshua@juno.com

Colorado
Denver: Congregation Roeh Israel  Associate Pastor/Rabbi William 
   Berg Meets: 8556 E Warren Ave 80231 (303) 337-6254 
   www.roehisrael.com roehisrael@qwestoffice.net
Denver: Congregation Yeshuat Tsion Rabbi Chaim Urbach 
 Meets: 5600 E Belleview Ave Greenwood Village Serv: Sat 10am 
 (303) 740-5413 www.yeshuattsion.org

Connecticut
West Haven: Congregation Simchat Yisrael-UMJC Rabbi Tony Eaton 

Meets: 870 First Ave 06516 Serv: Bible Study 9:30am; Worship 10:45am. 
Oneg & Talmud following. Children & Youth Programs, Hebrew School 
(203) 932-9929 www.simchatyisrael.org  synagogueinfo@gmail.com

Florida
Brandon: Shoresh David Messianic Synagogue of Brandon, Inc.-

IAMCS Rabbi Don Goldstein Meets: 445 Lithia Pinecrest Rd 33511 
Serv: Fri 7:30pm (813) 699-4155 www.shoreshdavidbrandon.org  

 office@shoreshdavidbrandon.org    
Clearwater: Ohr Chadash-UMJC Rabbi Dr John Fischer Meets: 3190 

Gulf-To-Bay Blvd Serv: Fri 8pm Come for tradition that’s vital, 
warm & caring! (727) 726-1472 www.ohrchadash.org

Dunedin: Temple New Jerusalem-IAMCS Rabbi Michael 
 Stepakoff Meets: 2686 Bayshore Blvd 34698 Serv: Fri 8pm 
 (813) 786-2699  www.templenewjerusalem.org

Fort Lauderdale: Temple Aron HaKodesh–IAMCS Rabbi Joseph Vitkus 
Meets: 4751 NW 24th Ct Serv: Fri 7:30pm & Sat 11am 

 Weekly small groups (954) 485-8491 www.tak.org
Gainesville: Kehilat Kol Simcha–IAMCS Rabbi A. Antonio Arroyo 

Meets: 619 NE First St. 32601 (352) 485-1210 www.kolsimcha.org  
rabbi@kolsimcha.org

Lakeland: Etz Chayim Messianic Synagogue -IAMCS Rabbi Yosi Laster 
    Meets: Trinity Christian Center 4416 E County Rd 540-A Serv: Sat 

11am Tues 6:30pm (863) 274-6141 www.myetzchayim.org
Lutz: Shoresh David Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Rabbi Ed Marvin 

Meets: 24152 SR 54 33559 Serv: Sat 11am (813) 760-3269 www.
shoreshdavid.org  emarvin@shoreshdavid.org

Melbourne: Kol Mashiach Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS/MJAA 
Rabbi Alan Levine Meets: 1621 Lake Washington Rd Serv: Sat 10am 
(321) 255-2557 www.shalombrevard.com

Navarre: Ahm Yisrael Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Rabbi Wayne
    Leland Meets: 9255 Military Trail 32566  (850) 293-4721 
 www.shalomnavarre.com rabbi@ahmyisrael.com
Ocala: Mishkan Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Rabbi Jerry Keyes
     Meets: 6675 SE Maricamp Rd Serv: Sat 11am (352) 687-4434
     www.mishkanocala.org  mishkan@embarqmail.com
Orlando: Congregation Gesher Shalom-IAMCS Rabbi Dr Charles I 

Kluge Meets: 6969 Venture Circle Orlando 32807 Serv: Fri 8pm & 
Sat 11am (407) 671-4700 www.geshershalom.com

Pensacola: Brit Ahm Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Eric Tokajer  Meets: 6700 Spanish Trail 32504  Serv: Shabbat 

10am Tues Study 7pm (850) 484-0900 www.shalompensacola.com  
admin@britahm.com 

Port St. Lucie/Fort Pierce: Kerem El Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS 
Contact us at (772) 621-7812 www.keremel.org

Riverview: Shoresh David Synagogue of South Bay-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Ed Marvin Meets: 13498 US 301 S 33579 (813) 831-5673 
 www.shoreshdavid.org  emarvin@shoreshdavid.org 
Tampa: Shoresh David Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Sr. Rabbi Steve 

Weiler Meets: 4320 Bay-to-Bay Blvd Serv: Fri 7:30pm & Sat 11am 
(813) 831-LORD www.shoreshdavid.org

West Palm Beach: L’Chaim Messianic Congregation-C&MA Bruce 
 Elman Congregational Leader Meets: 1815 Forest Hill Blvd 33406 

Serv: Sat 10:30am (561) 350-6964 www.lchaim.net

Georgia
 Roswell: Congregation Beth Hallel-IAMCS Rabbi Kevin Solomon 

Meets: 950 Pine Grove Rd Serv: Fri 8pm Sat 11am & Tues 7pm (770) 
641-3000 www.bethhallel.org

Savannah: Keren Ohr Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Messianic Rabbi
    Jude Caracelo Meets: 109 Hwy 80 Bloomingdale 31303  Serv: Sat 10am
    (912) 308-8563  www.shalomsavannah.com jude@shalomsavannah.com
Thomasville: Beit Shalom Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Rabbi Robert 

Ackerman  Meets: 1425 ABC E Jackson St 31792 Serv: Sat 11am; 
(229) 228-5004 www.beitshalom.us info@beitshalom.us

Tucker: Congregation Beth Adonai Rabbi Scott Sekulow Meets: 4141 
 Bancroft Circle 30084 (770) 939-1152  www.bethadonai.com 
 info@bethadonai.com  

Hawaii
Honolulu: Tikvat Yisrael Rabbi Daniel Klutstein We are Torah observant 

Meets: 277 Ohua Ave Waikiki Serv: Sat 10:30am-4pm Wed 6-8pm 
Bible & Hebrew studies (808) 351-6364 www.TikvatYisrael.com

Illinois
Suburban Chicago: Olive Tree Congregation Leader Dan Strull Meets: 

400 N Elmhurst Rd Prospect Hts 60070 Serv: Sat 10am; Shabbat School 
11:45 (847) 222-1230 www.olive-tree.org olivetreechicago@gmail.com 

Indiana
Indianapolis: Congregation Shaarey Yeshua Rabbi Jeffrey A Adler 

Meets: Dayspring Assembly of God, 2415 E 72nd St Serv: Fri 7:30pm 
(317) 202-0789 www.shaareyyeshua.org  office@shaareyyeshua.org 
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Kansas
Overland Park: Or HaOlam Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Rabbi 

Shmuel Wolkenfeld Meets: 9898 W 95th St  Serv: Sat 10am, 1:30pm 
Torah parasha and other classes (913) 383-8448 www.orhaolam.com

Wichita: L’Chaim B’Yeshua Elder Hubert Shorb Meets: 1441 E 37th 
 St N 67219 Shabbat Serv: Fri 7pm (316) 295-2366  
 www.lchaimbyeshua.com  lcby@cox.net

Louisiana
Harahan: Adat Yeshua Synagogue-UMJC Leader Grant Burgess
    Meets: 1501 Hickory Ave 70123 Serv: Fri 7pm and Sat 10am       
    (504) 701-4848 www.adatyeshua.org ask@adatyeshua.org
Mandeville: Congregation Beth Hallel-IAMCS Rabbi David Schiff 
 Serv: Fri 7pm (985) 277-3109  www.LaMessianic.com 
 info@LaMessianic.com
Metairie: Fellowship Beth Hallel-IAMCS Rabbi David Schiff Serv: Sat 

11am(985) 277-3109  www.LaMessianic.com info@LaMessianic.com

Maine
South Portland: Kehilah Portland-IAMCS Leader Stephen Luft
     Meets: 1338 Broadway Ave 04106 www.shalommaine.com 
     info@jewishheritagerevival.com

Maryland
Baltimore/Owings Mills: Rosh Pina-UMJC/Tikkun Rabbi Mark Rantz 
 Meets: 3408 Walnut Ave Serv: Sat 10:30am (410) 363-4954 
 www.rosh-pina.com roshpina@comcast.net
Bel Air: Ain M’Chitzah-IAMCS/MJAA Pastor Lyle Dauber 
 Meets: Call for location Serv: Sat 10:30am Torah & Hebrew 
 studies (410) 588-5840 lyledauber@comcast.net
Clarksville/Columbia: Emmanuel Messianic Jewish Congregation- 

UMJC Rabbi Barry Rubin Meets: 6120 Day Long Lane Clarksville 
Serv: Sat 10am (410) 531-2093 www.godwithus.org

Owings Mills: Am Yeshua Congregation  Meets: Upper Room 
 Northminster Church, 705 Main St Reisterstown Serv: Sat 10:30am 

(443) 465-8857 www.amyeshua.com amyeshuacong@gmail.com
Rockville/Gaithersburg/DC: Beth Messiah Congregation-UMJC 

Leadership Team Meets: Northgate Community Church, 20300 
Pleasant Ridge Dr, Montgomery Village 20886 Serv: Shabbat 10:30am 
(240) 292-9262 www.bethmessiah.com info@bethmessiah.com

Wheaton: Son of David Congregation Leader Dennis Karp Meets: 
Wheaton Community Church, 3211 Paul Dr 20902 Serv: Shabbat 
service 10:30 am (240) 342-2403 www.sonofdavid.org 

Michigan
Bloomfield Hills: Congregation Shema Yisrael Rabbis Loren Jacobs
     & Glenn Harris Meets: Bloomfield Hills Baptist Church, 3600 Telegraph 

Rd Serv: Sat 10:30am (248) 593-5150 www.shema.com info@shema.com
Grand Rapids: Adat Eytz Chayim Meets: 5070 Pine Island Dr NE 
 Comstock Park, MI 49321 Serv: Sat 10:30am (616) 531-7455 
 www.adateytzchayim.org  

Missouri
Branson: The Tabernacle- IAMCS Rabbi Jeremy Storch Meets: 
 256 Church Rd  65616 Serv: Fri 7:30pm & Sat 11am  (417) 334-7373 
 www.TheTabernacleinBranson.com
St. Louis: Beit Chesed Messianic Congregation Leader Jake Rosen
 Meets: 2501 Rockford Ave 63144 Serv: Fri. 7:00-8:30pm (314) 504-8539  

www.beitchesed.com beitchesed@gmail.com
St. Louis: Beit Tefilah-IAMCS Rabbi Lynn Fineberg Meets: 9801 Olive 

Blvd at Warson Serv: Sat 11am (314) 994-9884 www.beittefilah.com 
beittefilah@juno.com

Montana
Florence: Beth Tephila Messianic Jewish Congregation–UMJC 
 Congregation Leader Louis Levinson  Meets: Lolo Community 

Church 11897 Lewis and Clark Dr, Lolo 59847 Serv: Shabbat 10am  
www.bethtephila.org  montanalevinsons@msn.com

Nebraska
Omaha: Adat Hatikvat Tzion-IAMCS Nate Seitelbach Meets: SW Church 

of the Nazarene 14808 Q St PO Box 564 68010 Serv:  Sat 10am 
(402) 592-2404 www.Adat.org

Nevada
Las Vegas: Lev HaShem Meets: 3646 N Rancho Dr Serv: Fri 7:30pm 
 & Sat 10:30am (702) 869-8983 www.levhashem.org 
 inquiries@levhashem.org
Reno/Sparks: Beth Am Echad Messianic Rabbi Hy Kozak 
 Meets: 1509 Greg St Sparks Warehouse Christian Ministries 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am (775) 356-1096 bethamechad1@juno.com

New Jersey
Fairview: Beth Goyim-CTOMC Rabbi Andrew Dinnerman Meets: 20-26 

Industrial Ave 2nd Floor (elevator available) Serv: Sat 11am  Bible study 
 Tues 7pm (973) 338-7800 Live Internet Tues, Thurs & Shabbat, WBGMC 

Internet Radio www.bethgoyim.org rabbiandrew@bethgoyim.org
Jackson/Central Jersey: Beth Zion-IAMCS Rabbi Jan & Marlene 

Rosenberg Meets: 68 Bennetts Mills Rd Jackson Serv: Sat 10:45am 
(732) 928-7700 www.bethzion.org info@bethzion.org

Livingston: Beth Messiah Congregation Rabbi Irving Salzman 
 Meets: 15 N Livingston Ave 07039 Serv: Sat 10:30am (973) 994-4431 

www.beth-messiah.org rabbi.irving@beth-messiah.org
Mount Laurel: Hope of Israel Messianic Congregation Pastor Scott 

Affrime Meets: 504 Birchfield Dr 08054 Serv: Sat 10:30am (856) 
779-3787 www.hopeofisrael.com hopeofisraelnj@gmail.com 

New York
Amherst: Congregation Brith Hadoshah-IAMCS Rabbi Frank Lowinger 

Meets: 50 Alberta Dr 14226 Serv: Sat 9-10am (Shabbat school) 
     Shabbat Service 10:30am (716) 873-8986 www.shalombuffalo.org 
Bellmore: Shaarei Ha Shamayim-UMJC/Tikkun Rabbi Ron Corbett 

Meets: 2740 Martin Ave (Rambo Hall) Serv: Sat 11am Wed 
 Chavurah (516) 538-4699
Long Island/Plainview: Shuvah Yisrael-IAMCS/UMJC Rabbi David 

& Rebbitzen Helene Rosenberg, M.Div. Meets: 88 Southern Parkway 
11803 Serv: Sat 11am live streamed (516) 939-2277 www.Shuvah.com

Manhattan/Upper Westside: Kehilath HaDerekh Synagogue of the 
Way-MYJM/WMI  Reb Benzi HaLevi; Maharat Erika Quintero 
Meets: 236 W 72nd St New York 10023 Serv: Sat 10am (917) 670-8989 
www.khdnyc.org  info@khdnyc.org

Manhattan/Upper Westside: Congregation Sha’ar Adonai-CPM/
UMJC Rabbi Steve Fenchel Meets: 2 West 64th St Serv: Sat 11am 
(212) 223-6751 info@shaaradonai.org 

Syracuse: New Beth Israel-IAMCS Rabbi Jacob Rogers Meets: 601 
Irving Ave 13210 Serv: Sat 10am with Oneg at 12pm (315) 425-1400   
www.newbethisrael.org  jrogers@newbethisrael.org

North Carolina
Asheville: Beth Shiloh Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS/MJAA 
 Rabbi Andy Meyerson Meets: 1554 Brevard Rd 28806 Serv: 
 Every Sat 10am and 1st Fri of each month Erev Shabbat 6:13pm 

(844) 493-7482 www.bethshiloh.org info@bethshiloh.org 
Cary: Congregation Sha’arei Shalom-UMJC Meets: 700 Old 
 Apex Rd Serv: Sat 10am (919) 388-3678 www.entershalom.org 
 office@entershalom.org

Charlotte: Hope of Israel Congregation Rabbi Sam Nadler Meets: 
11630 Elm Lane 28277 Serv: Sat 10:30am Shabbat School 9:30am 
(704) 540-7782 www.hopeofisrael.info hoicongregation@gmail.com

Drexel (Morgantown): Beth Shiloh Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS/
MJAA Rabbi Andy Meyerson Meets: 403 N Main St 28619 Serv: Every 
Sat 10am (844) 493-7482 www.bethshiloh.org info@bethshiloh.org

Kannapolis: Beit Shofarot Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Rabbi 
Yossi Wentz Meets: 1503 S Main St 28081 Serv: Sat 10:30am, Oneg 
follows, classes in afternoon (704) 431-4084 www.beitshofarot.com 
beitshofarot@gmail.com

Ohio
Bath: Rosh Pinah Messianic Congregation Rabbi Michael Humphrey 

Meets: 3891 Ira Rd Serv: Sat 10:30am Yeshiva Wed 7pm 
 (330) 668-6840 www.rosh-pinah.org info@rosh-pinah.org
Cincinnati: Beth Messiah Synagogue Rabbi Michael Wolf 
 Meets: 9054 Columbia Rd Loveland Serv: Fri 8pm & Sat 11am 
 (513) 683-8817 Fax: (513) 683-8917 www.bethmessiah.net
Cleveland: Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Rabbi Eric 
 David Lakatos Meets: 1370 Richmond Rd 44124 Serv: Sat 10:30am 

(216) 297-9929 www.tikvatcleveland.org tikvatyisrael@sbcglobal.net
Columbus: Beth Messiah Congregation-UMJC Messianic Rabbi 

Howard Silverman Meets: 4950 Morse Rd 43230 Serv: Sat 10:30am  
www.bethmessiahcolumbus.org office@bethmessiahcolumbus.org

N Canton: The S.I.T.E.-Rabbi Michael J. Oyler Meets: 2638 Easton St 
NE Serv: Sat 10am Shabbat celebration Wed 6pm Davidic/Israeli

    Dance (330) 491-7827 www.starineast.org  starineast@neo.rr.com

Oklahoma
Oklahoma City: Rosh Pinah Messianic Jewish Congregation-IAMCS 

Messianic Rabbi Michael Weygant Meets: 2600 NW 55 Place 
 Serv: Sat 10:40am Lunch/Dance/Hebrew Tues Bible Study 7:30pm 

(405) 842-1967 www.roshpinah.org  info@roshpinah.org 
Tulsa: Holiness to the Lord Congregation Pastors Gary & Gloria 

VandeKamp Meets: 7030 S Lewis Ave 74136 Serv: Fri 7pm; Sat 3pm 
Hebrew Roots Teaching; Messianic Worship & Dance (918) 408-6689  
www.holinesstothelordcongregation.com gkamp@cox.net 

Pennsylvania
Allentown:  Beit Simcha Messianic Fellowship-IAMCS Leader 
 Rabbi Glenn Blank Meets: 5042 Schantz Rd Serv: Every Shabat 10am, 

followed by oneg  & classes   (610) 289-2011 www.beitsimcha.org 
Bethlehem: Beth El Gibor-IAMCS/UMJC Rabbi Mark Shulman 
 Meets: 1555 Linwood St 18917 Serv: Fri Erev Shabbat—call; 
 Sat 10:30 am 610-504-1083 www.bethelgibor.org 
 rabbimark@bethelgibor.org
Lancaster/Lititz: The Seed Of Abraham Lloyd Elias Scalyer Meets: 

“The Mill’’ 813 Rothsville Rd Serv: Sat 10:15am (717) 687-8913 
 www.messiahpa.org lloyd_elias1351@comcast.net
Philadelphia: Congregation Beth Emanuel-IAMCS Rabbi 
 David Vazquez Meets: 10150 Bustleton Ave 19116 Serv: Fri Erev 

Shabbat 8pm; Bible Study 11am 2nd & 4th Sat of the month; 
 Prayer Tues 7pm; Spanish Shabbat Sat 3pm  (215) 969-4569
   www.bethemanuel.org rabbidavidvazquez@gmail.com  
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Philadelphia: Congregation Beth Yeshua-IAMCS Sr Messianic Rabbi 

David Chernoff Meets: 7501 Haverford Ave 19151 Serv: Fri 8pm & Sat 
11am Prayer Wed 7:30pm  (215) 477-2706 www.cby.org  info@cby.org 

Pittsburgh: Maoz Tzur–Rock of Ages Messianic Jewish Congregation 
Abraham E Sandler II Meets: N Hills Alliance Church 2298 Rochester 
Rd 15237 Serv: Fri 7:30pm (412) 609-1117 www.rockofagesmjc.org

Yardley: Kehilat Ari Yehudah/Congregation Lion of Judah-IAMCS 
Congregational Leader Peggy Michalchuk Meets: Yardley Cmty Ctr 64 

 S Main St Serv: Sat 10am (215) 493-4460 www.lojpa.org

Rhode Island
North Smithfield: : Mishkan David Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Brian Samuel Meets: 322 Eddie Dowling Hwy Serv: Sat 11am
 (401) 596-0411  www.mishkandavid.org info@mishkandavid.org 

South Carolina
Charleston: Beth Shiloh Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS/MJAA Rabbi 
   Andy Meyerson Meets: 1285 Ashley Hall Rd 29407 Serv: Sat 10am 
   (844) 493-7482 www.bethshiloh.org  info@bethshiloh.org
Goose Creek: Adat Netzer Matai -UMJC Congregational Leader Ray 

Hillyer Meets: Hanahan, SC  Serv: Sat 10am Call (843) 475-5786 
 for info Yeshua1@netzero.net
Greenville: Adon Olam Messianic Congregation -IAMCS/MJAA Cong 

Leader Todd Lesser Meets: 259 Pine Dr Piedmont 29673 Serv: Fri 
7:30pm (864) 322-9144  www.adonolam.org aomcinfo@gmail.com

Moore (Spartanburg): Beth Shiloh Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS/MJAA 
Rabbi Andy Meyerson Meets: 5762 Reidville Rd 29369 Serv: Sat 10am 
(844) 493-7482 www.bethshiloh.org  info@bethshiloh.org

North Augusta: Congregation Beth Shalom-IAMCS Messianic 
 Pastor Austin Nesbitt Meets: 701 Atomic Rd 29841 Serv: Sat 11am 
 Mail: 2307 Neal St 30906 to PO Box 7748 29861 (803) 510-4143  
 www.congregationbethshalom.org

Tennessee
Bristol: Beth Shalom-HCGC Messianic Pastor Brent Fiedler 
 Meets: Addilynn Memorial United Methodist Church 3225 Avoca Rd 
 Serv: Sat 1:30pm (423) 967-4228 www.messianicbethshalom.org
Nashville: Kol Dodi Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Rabbi Ken Alpren 

Meets: 1710 Woodmount Blvd 37215 (Green Hills Area) 
 Serv: Shabbat 11am Offering Shabbat School, Yeshiva Classes 
 (615) 973-6933  www.koldodi.org 

Texas
Arlington: Sukkat Shalom–A Torah-Observant Congregation
     Meets: Eunice Activity Center, 100 Eunice St 76010 Serv: Sat 12 

noon Dairy Oneg follows. Hebrew & Bar/Bat Mitzvah programs 
 for adults & children (972) 623-2863   (817) 917-7587 
 www.sukkatshalom.us
Dallas: Adat Shalom Messianic Congregation Leader Robin D 
 Rose Meets: Park Central Baptist Church 7777 LBJ Freeway 75251 

Serv: Fri 7:30pm Educational Classes Wed 7pm (972) 271-4976 
 www.adatshalom-dallas.org  robin_d_rose@yahoo.com 
Dallas: Baruch HaShem Synagogue Rabbi Marty Waldman 
 Meets: 6304 Belt Line Rd Serv: Sat 10:40am (972) 386-0121 
 www.BaruchHaShemSynagogue.org  office@bhsdallas.org
Dallas: Eitz Chaim-MJAA Rabbi David Schiller Meets: 650 W Campell Rd 

75080 Serv: Sat 10:30am Wed Prayer 6:30pm (972) 231-3884 
 www.eitz-chaim.org info@eitz-chaim.org 

Dallas: Shalom, Shalom Messianic Congregation Leader 
 Dr. Todd Baker Meets: Northwest Bible Church 8505 Douglas 

Ave 75225 (Christian Life Center Room 302-303) Serv: Fri 7pm 
(214)356-2583  Radio shows at www.brit-hadasha.org  

 toddbus@yahoo.com
Duncanville: Bat Zion Messianic Congregation Leader Steven 
 Jaslow Meets: 730 N Cedar Ridge Rd Serv: Sat 10:40am
 (972) 709-8761 www.bat-zion.org  bat-zion@juno.com 
Fort Worth: Beth Yeshua Congregation Meets: 5685 Westcreek Dr 
    Ste 301 Serv: Fri 7:30 pm & Sat 10:30 am (817) 921-3195
  www.bethyeshuaftw.org 
Georgetown: Messiah Echad Messianic Pastor Jonathan Dade
 Meets: 375 County Rd 245 78633  Serv: Sat 3pm (512) 525-0736 
 www.messiahechad.org
Houston: Congregation Beth Messiah-UMJC Messianic Rabbis 
 Richard Freeman and  Michael Vowell Meets: 9001 W Airport Blvd. 
 77071 Serv: 9am & 11am  (713) 271-5757 www.cbmhouston.org
Katy: Tree of Life Messianic Congregation-IAMCS Rabbi 
 Steve Sheek Meets: 541 Pin Oak Rd 77494 (713) 206-2680 
     www.treeoflifehouston.com  info@treeoflifehouston.com
Midland: Beit HaDerekh Messianic Congregation-IAMCS 
 Leader Darrel Reagan Meets: 13370 Hwy 191 79707 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am info@beithaderekh.org 

Virginia
Chesapeake: Kingdom Life Messianic Congregation Messianic Pastors  

 David and Juanita Weiss Meets: 1280 Bells Mill Rd 23322 Serv: Sat 
10:30am (757) 547-7790 www.klmessianic.com  jweiss@klm.cc

Fredericksburg: Beth Israel Messianic Jewish Congregation-UMJC 
 Congregational Leader Joseph Cabino Meets: 5116 Southpoint 

Pkwy 22407 (540) 207-8576  www.beth-israel-va.org 
 office@beth-israel-va.org
Leesburg: Kehilat Sar Shalom Rabbi Neal Surasky                                 

Meets: 908 Trailview Blvd Ste 200 20175 Serv: Sat 10:30am Shabbat 
School Worship Dance (443) 253-0982 www.kehilatsarshalom.org 
info@kehilatsarshalom.org

Newport News: Congregation Zion’s Sake-IAMCS Rabbi Eric Carlson 
Meets: 1233 Shields Rd 23608 (757) 874-3303 www.zionsake.org 

      zionsakeinfo@aol.com 

Washington
Centralia/Chehalis: Chesed v’Shalom Ministries Rabbi James Pace 

Meets: 1209 N Scheuber Rd Centralia Serv: Sat 11am Oneg lunch 
   following service (360) 508-8437 www.cvsm.us 
Newcastle: Beit Tikvah-IAMCS/Foursquare Rabbi Hylan Slobodkin 
 Meets: 7935-136th Ave SE Serv: Sat 10:30am (425) 793-3000 
 www.beittikvah.us office@BeitTikvah.us
Port Orchard: Beth El Messianic Congregation Elder Darrell Estep
 Meets: 2095 SE Cedar Rd 98366 (360) 876-5581 Serv: Sat 11am 
 Torah study and P&W service www.bethelportorchardwa.com 
 bethel@bethelportorchardwa.com
Port Orchard: Beth Yeshua-A Messianic Torah Congregation 
 Meets: New Heart Church, 4239 W Pleasant St 98367 
 Serv: Sat 11:30am (877) 779-1790 www.bethyeshuagigharbor.org 
Vancouver: Rehoboth Messianic Congregation Rabbi David Sumner
 Meets: 3504 NE 49th St 98661 Serv: Fri 7pm, Sat 10:30am & 2pm;
 Wed Torah Study 7pm (360) 695-2900 
 www.rehoboth-messianic.org  rehoboth.congregation@gmail.com

Sedro Woolley: Northwest Messianic Fellowship  Pastor James Bethea 
Meets: 11458 Panorama Dr  98284 Serv: Sat 11am Davidic worship, 
Torah service and Oneg following (360) 708-1457 

 www.northwestmessianicfellowship.org  
 info@northwestmessianicfellowship.org

West Virginia
Ripley: Beth Israel-UMJA Leader Hal Workman Meets: 130 W Main St 

Serv: Shabbt Shachorit 11am & 6pm-Winter; 7pm-Summer (304) 
373-5955 www.messianicmanna.com 

 info@messianicmanna.com

Wisconsin
Milwaukee: Beth Messiah-Milwaukee-IAMCS Rabbi Frank Susler 
 Meets: 9900 W Capitol Dr Serv: Sat 10am (414) 464-9782

Canada
Alberta
Calgary: Beth Shechinah Meets: 2635-32nd St SW Serv: Sat 10:30am 

(403) 256-3478 or (403) 685-4170 www.bethshechinah.com 
 hglory@telusplanet.net
Lethbridge: Beit Tefillah Sameach (Joyful House of Prayer) 
 Congregational Leaders Sidney and Linda Speakman 
 Meets: 336 13th St N Serv: Sat11am (403) 634-8200  
 kehilatbeittefillah@gmail.com 

British Columbia
Greater Vancouver/Fraser Valley:  Shabbat Shel Shalom Messianic 

Fellowship Lead Pastors Rev Murray & Marta Archibald-Fisher 
 Meets: Columbia Bible College 2940 Clearbook Rd Abbotsford  
 Serv: Sat 2pm  (604)996-8722 shabbatshelshalom@gmail.com
 www.shabbat-shel-shalom-messianic-fellowship.webs.com   
Vancouver: Kehillath Tsion  Leader Elie Nessim Meets: 3833 Boundary 
 Rd V5R 2M4 Serv: Sat 10:30am (604) 321-ZION www.zmf.org 
 info@zmf.org

Nova Scotia
Halifax/Dartmouth: Congregation Ner Tamid-CTOMC 
 Rabbi Avner Solomon Serv: Sat 10:45am Call for directions  
 (902) 479-7479 www.nertamid.ca  cnt@eastlink.ca

Ontario
Nepean: Shekinah Messianic Congregation  Rabbi Marvin Pressman 

Meets: 202 Chapman Mills Dr K2J 0B9    (613) 617-8641     
 www.shekinahmessianic.com  info@shekinahmessianic.com
Ottawa: Ottawa Messianic Congregation Meets: 1376 Bank St Unit 211  

Serv: Fri 7:30pm Sat 3:30pm Bible Study www.ottawamessianic.com 
Thornhill: City of David-IAMCS Rabbi Jeffrey Forman Meets: 
 Gates of Zion Centre 7775 Yonge St Serv: Fri 7:45pm & Sat 11am  
 (905) 761-8118 www.cityofdavid.com
Toronto: Congregation Melech Yisrael-IAMCS Rabbi Yehezquel Ma-

linconico Meets: 272 Ranee Ave Serv: Fri 7:30pm & Sat 11am Bible Study 
Mon 7pm (416) 785-7612 www.cmy.on.ca  office@cmy.on.ca

Quebec
Montreal: Beth Ariel Congregation-AMC Rabbi J. Isaac Gabizon 
 Meets: 6297 Monkland Blvd Serv: Sat 11 am Children’s program, Hebrew 

lessons & Messianic Dance (514) 685-5902  www.bethariel.ca

International
Israel
Ariel: Kehilat Ariel Ph: 972 (3) 936-4771 ldortiz@netvision.net.il
Be’er Sheva: Kehilat Nachalat Yeshua Leader Howard Bass Meets: 
 15 HaAvot St Bible study/prayer Ph: 972 (8) 627-7022 Fax: 627-7936 

www.streamsinthenegev.com songfish@netvision.net.il
Eilat: Kehilat Eilat PO Box 501 88104 Ph: 972 (8) 637-2859
Haifa: Kehilat HaCarmel Mail: PO Box 7004 Haifa 31070 Serv: Sat 11am 

kcarmel@netvision.net.il
Haifa: Kehilat Kerem El Meets:122 HaTishbi St Serv: Sat 5–7pm 
 (Hebrew only) office@kerem.el.org.i  Ph: +972-77-535-5754
Haifa: Return to Zion Leader Leon Mazin Meets: 11 Tel Aviv St.  
 Serv: Sat 11am  Ph: 972 (0) 50-2010-261 www.shaveitzion.org  
 info@shaveitzion.org
Jaffa: Kehilat Beit Immanuel Leader David Lazarus Meets: 8 Auerbach St 

Serv: Fri 6:30pm Hebrew w/Eng/Russian translations Ph: 972 (3) 682-1459 
welcome@beitimmanuel.org  www.beitimmanuel.org

Jerusalem: Jerusalem Assembly House of Redemption 972 (2) 583-4949
Jerusalem: Kehilat El Roii Ofer Amitai-Pastor Meets: Prayer Tower, Jaffa 

St 97. 14th Floor Serv: Sat 5pm congregation.elroii@gmail.com
Jerusalem: Kehilat Even Yisrael Nikoli Lemeshkin Meets: Baptist 
 House Center 4 Narkis St.  Serv: Fri. 5:30pm Russian speaking/
 translations available.  Ph. 972 (2) 651-1536
Jerusalem: Kehilat Kol BaMidbar Meets: 32 Shivtei Yisrael 
 Serv: Sat & Wed 7pm Ph: 972 (5) 428-2803
 www.voice-wilderness.com nahum2@hotmail.com 
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Jerusalem: Narkis Street Congregation-Foursquare Pastor Chuck Kopp 
 Meets: 4 Narkis St 91001 Serv: Sat Bible Study 9:40am Worship 

10:45am Wed Prayer Meeting 6pm Ph: 972 (2) 623-1680 
 www.narkis.org mail@narkis.org 
Jerusalem: Shemen Sasson John Myers Senior Pastor Meets: 
 downtown Jerusalem Serv: Sat evening Ph: 972 (2) 623-5155
 www.shemensasson.com
Karmiel: Kehilat HaDerech PO Box 502 Karmiel 2161404 Serv: Sat 

10:30am Ph: 972 (4) 988-5916 office@kehilathaderech.org
Karmiel: Rivers of Living Water Shabbat Serv: Sat 11am study Tues 

7pm Ph: 972 (4) 998-1374 rolw@012.net.il
Kfar Saba: Kehilat Ha Ma’ayan Leader Tony Sperandeo 
 PO Box 827 Kfar Saba 44108 Serv: Sat 11am Ph: 972 (9) 766-2351
 Fax: 766-2350 www.kehilat-hamaayan.org.il
Kiryat Yam: Ohalei Rachamim (Tents of Mercy) PO Box 1018 Kiryat 

Yam 29109 Ph: 972 (4) 877-7921 ohalei@netvision.net.il
Modi’in: Kehilat Modi’in Interim Pastor Ray Pritz Shabbat 10:30am 
 & mid-week meetings Ph: 972 (2) 534-3882 
 pritz@bezeqint.net
Netanya: Beit Asaph Leaders Evan Thomas, David Loden & Lev Guler 

Serv: Sat 10:30am Hebrew with English/Russian translations 
 Ph: 972 (9) 885-0029 www.beit-asaph.org.il
Poriya Illit:  Kehilat Poriya Founding Elder Eric Morey Meets: 
 Derech Tabor #39, Lower Galilee 15208  Serv: Sat 10am & last Fri 

each month at 3:30pm for “Erev Shabbat” and Oneg following 
(052) 7372-888 or (972) 4-6709-208 emorey43@yahoo.com 

 info@kehilatporiya.org
Rishon L’Tzion: Grace and Truth Christian Congregation Meets: 

Rechov Shmotkin 8 Old Industrial zone of Rishon L’Tzion 
 Serv: Sat 10:00am Ph/Fax: 972 (3) 966-1898 
 gracetr@attglobal.net
Tel-Aviv: Adonai Roi Avi Mizrachi Meets: Beit Immanuel, 8 Auerbach St
 (off Eliat St) Serv: Sat 11:00am 972 (3) 621-2100 Dugit Center 1 Ben 

Yehuda St Mon–Thurs noon to 7pm  www.dugit.org  
 dugit@zahav.net.il   
Tel Aviv: Brit Olam Fellowship 22 Ben Atar St PO Box 5023 61050 
 Serv: Sat 10am Hebrew with English translation Ph: 972 (3) 527-2845 

britolam@netvision.net.il
Tel-Aviv: Kehilat Simchat Yeshua Michael Zinn Meets: 5 Brenner St 
 Serv: Sat 11am Ph: 972 (2) 563-2005
Tel-Aviv: Tiferet Yeshua Gil Afriat, Apostolic Overseer Asher Intrater 
 Meets: 38 Yitzhak Sade St. Serv: Fri 4 pm www.tiferetyeshua.org
Tiberias: Kehilat Peniel Daniel Yahav Serv: Sat 11am Ph: 972 (4) 670-8705 
Tiberias: Morning Star Fellowship Contact Claude for information at: 

claudeezagouri@gmail.com

Argentina
Buenos Aires: Beit Sar Shalom Rabbi Ricardo Chemi 
 Meets: Sarmiento 3726 & 3730 Serv: Fri 7pm Kabalat Shabat & Sat 

6pm Havdala Ph: 54 (11) 4865-3567 www.beitsarshalom.org.ar

Australia
Bondi Beach: Immanuel Messianic Fellowship Rev Moshe Elijah 
 Meets: Sat & Sun Rock of Truth Ministry Box 7119 Bondi Beach 

NSW 2026  Ph: 61 (2) 9130-7988  www.rockoftruthministry.com 
mosheelijah@yahoo.com.au

Bondi Junction: Beth Messiah Bob Mendelsohn Meets: 576 Oxford 
St Bondi Junction Sydney NSW Serv: Sat 10am Ph: 61(2) 9388-0559 
www.jewsforjesus.org.au bobmendo@aol.com

Caulfield South: Beth HaMashiach-IAMCS Rabbi Lawrence Hirsch Meets: 
 206 Bambra Rd South Caulfield Serv: Sat 10:30am Ph: 61 (3) 9563-5544
Melbourne: Celebrate Messiah Australia Director Lawrence Hirsch 
 PO Box 304 Caulfield South Victoria 3162 Ph: 61 (3) 9563-5544 
 www.celebratemessiah.com.au 
 lhirsch@celebratemessiah.com.au
Sydney: Agudat Bris Director Covenant Fellowship Elder Maurie 
 Hollman Mail: 44 Mosaic Ave, The Ponds NSW 2769 Ph: 
 61-408426944 www.agudatbris.com.au dmrh69@hotmail.com
Tweed Heads Region: The International Messianic Community of 
 Faith IMCF Rebbe Dr Les Aron Gosling Yeshiva Meets: Shabbat at 

Pottsville NSW 2489 Contact: PO Box 6523 Tweed Heads S 2486 
 Ph: 61(2) 6676-3969  info@biblicalresearchinstitute.com.au

Belarus
Minsk: Brit Chadasha-IAMCS PO Box 66 220012 Ph: 375 172 13 10 59
    Fax: 375 172 54 16 96 

Belgium
Hainaut: Beth Yeshoua Rabbi Lorenzo Grecco Shabbat Serv: Sat 3pm 
 Mail: 219 Rue de Baume, 7100 La Louvière. Serving Yeshua since 1987. 
 Ph. 32 (2) 344-7951 lorenzo.grecco@shynet.be  www.bethyeshoua.org
Brussels: Messianic Centre of Brussels Rabbi Paul Ghennassia Shabbat 

& holiday services outreach ministry Ph: 32 (2) 344-7951

Brazil
Belo Horizonte: Congregação Judaico-Messiânica Har Tzion-UMJC 

Rabbi Marcelo Miranda Rua Funchal 185 Bairro Ouro Preto 31310 
440 Ph: 55 (31) 3498-1761 www.ensinandodesiao.org.br

Rio De Janeiro: Congregação Judaico-Messiânica Beit Tefilat Yeshua 
Eduardo Stein Maroniene Shabbat Serv: Friday 7:30pm Saturday 
9am Ph: 55 (21) 252-71368 judaismomessianico.com.br

Sao Paulo: Beit Mashiach Leader Gilberto Branco Meets: Rua Joaquim 
Murtinho 252- Bom Retiro Serv: Fri Kabalat Shabat 19:30 Torah 
Service Sat 10am Ph: 55 (11) 3312-0176 www.beitmashiach.org

Czech Republic
Pilsen: Chajim-Chadashim-IAMCS Meets: Radynska 35  32600  
 Messianic Pastor Jaroslav Kupka www.chajim-chadasim@email.cz  
 chajim-chadasim@email.cz

Costa Rica
Liberia: Congregation Messianic de Yeshua HaMashiah-Leader 

Enrique Gineres Meets: Sat 10am—Meeting location varies—
 Call for location Ph: (760) 401-6501 (USA) or 011-506-8302-2806

El Salvador
San Salvador: B’nei Israel-IAMCS Rabbi Jorge Isaias Ascencio 
 Meets: Residencial Monte Bello, Calle Monte Cristo #4B 
 Ph.and Fax: 503-2274-9032 rabbi.j.ascencio@iamcs.org

Finland
Helsinki: Shorashim Fellowship-IAMCS Leader Bela Halasz
    Annankatu 1 Ph + 358-40-5116 891 b.halasz@gmail.com   

France
Marseille: Gan-Eden Congregation-IAMCS David Cohen  
 Meets: 11 rue Delille 13001 Ph: 00-33-4-91-90-85-40 
 www.gan-eden.over-blog.com 
     messianiquemarseilleganeden.club-internet.fr@iamcs.org  
Paris: El Beth El-IAMCS Emmanuel Rodriguez-Perez 
 Meets: 1 Rue Omer Talon Serv: Sat 4pm & Tues 7pm 
 Ph: 33 (14) 805-8973

Germany
Berlin: Beit Sar Shalom-CPM Rabbi Vladimir Pikman Shabbat 
 meetings & Bible studies Ph: 49(30) 3083-8130 
 office@beitsarshalom.org

Great Britain
Bristol: Shaqad Mr. John Mott & Steve Chappell Meets: 52 Cam 
 Green Ashmead Hall Cam Dursley S Gloucestershire GL 115HN
 Ph: 44 01453 860116
Eastbourne: Mayim Chayim Messianic Congregation Leader 
 Brian Bailey Meets: 8 Saffrons Rd (Old Orchard Rd entrance) 
 Serv: Sat 1pm Ph: 44 01323 724065 
 www.mayimchayim.moonfruit.com
Leicester: Teshuvah Messianic Synagogue Rabbi Dr Yehoshua Scott 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am & mid-week prayer and study Ph: 44 (116) 
 212-7990 www.teshuvah.org.uk rabbi@teshuvah.org.uk
London: Beit Nitzachon-BMJA Elder Lionel Zucker 
 Meets: Stamford Hill United Church, Portland Ave Stamford 
 Hill NI6 6SB  Serv: Sat 11am Ph:(44)020-8986-2000 
 For information contact Deaconess Bernice Allen
London: Beit Sar Shalom-Meets:  54 Bridge Lane, Golders Green, 

NW11 0EH Serv: Sat 10:30am Ph: 0788 632-4869  
 www.beitsarshalom.org.uk
Manchester: Sulam Ya’aqov Messianic Fellowship-BMJA 
 Pastor John E. Young. PO Box 5, Droylsden M43 6EL 
 Contact: 0161-371-1877 jey777@virginmedia.com
Norwich: Adat Yeshua-UBMS Rabbi Binyamin Sheldrake 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am also mid-wk prayer 44 (160) 346-4367  
 www.adatyeshua.co.uk adat-yeshua@ubmsonline.org
Nottingham: Beit Shalom Peter Avallone Ph: 44 (115) 929-7112 
 www.restoreallisrael.com p.avallone@ntlworld.com
Sunderland: Beit Yeshua Laurence Levine Mail: 30 Gatwick 
 Rd Grindon Sunderland SR4 9QH Ph: 44 (191) 534-3786 
 www.beityeshua.org.uk info@beityeshua.org.uk
Surrey: Zera Avraham Messianic Synagogue-UBMS/UEMS 
 Rabbi Boaz Sabey Meets: 108-112 Chipstead Valley Rd 
 Coulsdon CR5 3BA Ph: +447919043179 Serv: Shabbat 
 10:30am www.zeraavraham.org rabbiboaz@sky.com

Ireland
Newtownards, Down:  K’hilat Shalom Mashichit (Shalom 
 Messianic Congregation) Your Messianic link in Ireland. 
 Leader Jim Clint Meets: Every alternate Shabbat. Hebraic 
 Worship. shalom-fellowship@hotmail.co.uk

Kyrgyzstan
Bishkek: Beit Yeshua Alexander Rossinskiy Serv: Sat 16:00 
 Mail: PO Box 642 Bishkek 720001 Ph: 996 (312) 620-248  
 beit_y@elcat.kg

Mexico
Guadalajara: Yeshua Ben David-IAMCS Rabino Manuel 
 Hernández Apartado Postal 5-455 Guadalajara Jalisco 45000 
 Ph: 52 (33) 3642-6535 yeshuabd@hotmail.com

Netherlands
Amersfoort, Utrecht: Messianic Fellowship Benee Awraham-MP 

Coordinator Anton de Ruiter Meets: Evangelische Hogeschool 
Drentsestraat 1Serv:  2nd & 4th Shabbat & Biblical Feasts 

 Mail: Oud Veldzichtlaan 24, 7322 HT Apeldoorn, 
 Ph.+31-(0)-55-360-5486 www.benee-awraham.nl 
 info@benee-awraham.nl
Amsterdam: Beth Yeshua Messianic Jewish Congregation 
 Lion and Elze Erwteman  Meets: Veluwelaan 20 Serv: 
 Sat 11:30am Ph: +31 (20) 890-6950 www.beth-yeshua.nl  
 info@beth-yeshua.nl

Amsterdam, Noord Holland: Shiloach Messianic Fellowship- 
IAMCS/MP Congregational Leader David Warnink Meets: 

 ‘Keerpunt’, Arent Janszoon Ernststraat 302, Amsterdam-Buitenveldert 
Mail: Steenderenstraat 49, 1107 LB Amsterdam Ph. (0)-20-609-0936 
www.shiloach.nl  shiloah888@wwyd.com

Apeldoorn, Gelderland: Messianic Platform (Dutch Alliance of 
Messianic Congregations & House Groups) Coordinators Anton de 
Ruiter & Jochanan Castelijn Meets: Oud Veldzichtlaan 24, Ph. +31-(0)-
55-360-5486 www.messianicplatform.nl  info@benee-awraham.nl 

Den Haag, Zuid Holland: Messianic Congregation Lama’an Tsion 
-MP Elder Jochanan Castelijn Meets: Noorderkerk, Schuytstraat 
9-11 Mail: Nieuwe Havendwarsstraat 56, 2511 ZC Den Haag 

 Ph. +33-(0)-61-915-2146 auhsey888@live.nl
Drachten, Friesland: Messianic Congregation Mayaan Yeshua-MP 
 Elder Gerard J Wijtsma Meets:  De Brede School De Drait, Flevo 

186-194, 0204 JT Drachten www.mayaan.nl

New Zealand
Auckland: Bet Ya’akov Elder Richard Green Serv: Sat Call for more 

information 64 (21) 119-9609 richardgg.nz@gmail.com
Auckland: Talmidei Yeshua Messianic Kehilah Nasi (Pres) Graeme 

Purdie PO Box 44-118, Auckland 1246 Meets: Sat 10:30am 
 Ph: (09)846-8618 www.messianic.org.nz info@messianic.org.nz
Hataitai, Wellington: Bet Tikkun – The House of Restoration 
 Leaders Dr. Jen and Dr. Roger Lang Meets: 79/305 Evans Bay 
 Parade 6021 Ph: +642-743-16230  

 www.bettikkun.com  rogerelang@gmail.com   

Paraguay
Asuncion: Beit Shalom Messianic Renewed Synagogue Messianic 

Rabbi Julio Dam Ph: 595-21-606-608 www.beitshalom.org 
 jdam@beitshalom.org

Peru
Lima: Bejatzrot Yeshua-IAMCS Manuel Zelaya 449 Urb. Pamplona
 Baja 29 Rabbi Enrique Huaman Ph/Fax: 00-511-276-7759 
 rabbi.e.huaman@iamcs.org

Republic of Panama
Panama City: Sinagoga Judio Mesianica Bet Yeshua Rabino Ricardo 

Kraus Serv: Fri 7:30pm & Sat 10am Yeshiva 1pm Edificio Tikal via 
transist mica Ph: 507-261-9875 kraus@sinfo.net

Romania 
Oradea: The Messianic Jewish Community Rabbi David Nagy 
 Ph: 40 0740 816 620  www.mesianic.ro  cem@mesianic.ro

Spain
Madrid: Community Shema Sefarad Rabbi Mijael Sofer  
 Ph: (676) 04 05 61 www.shemasefarad.org
Toledo: Shalom Sefarad Samuel del Coso Roman +34.925.357618  +34.659. 

682031 www.shalomsefarad.com shalomsefarad@shalomsefarad.com

Uganda
Mhale: Yeshua Messianic Synagogue-IAMCS Rabbi Solomon W 

Isabirye Cong of Abayudaya Jewish Believer. Contact rabbi for
 location & times Ph: 256-773-459325 isabirye2000@yahoo.com
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Venezuela
Caracas: Bet El Shadai-UMJC Rabbi Eliezer Bograd 
 Meets: Av S Rafael Quinta Fragen Urb La Florida 
 Serv: Sat 10:30am & 6:30pm Havdalah Ph: 58 (212) 731-6597 
 www.betelshadai.org

Zambia
Lusaka: Zambia Messianic Fellowship-IAMCS Rabbi Alex Yalenga 

Meets: Plot 34285 Shantumbu Rd, Rockfield Serv: Sat 10:30am 
 Ph: 260 (21) 123-4791/260 (97) 785-8061 www.zamf.org mf@microlink.zm

ChurcheswholoveIsrael
UNITED STATES
California
San Diego/La Mesa: Skyline Church and Schindler’s Ark 
 Pastors Jim Garlow and Rosemary Schindler Garlow
 Meets: 11330 Campo Road 91941 (Hwy 94 at Jamacha Rd) 
 Serv: Sun 8:30 & 10:30am & 6pm www.skylinechurch.org 
 www.skylinechurch.org/treeoflife   

North Carolina
Asheville: Sunnyside Missionary Church Pastor Neal Adams 
 Secretary-Treasurer dranders@charter.net

South Dakota
Sioux Falls: Christ Community Ministries  Contact: Bernie Schock  

(605)371-1889

Texas
Brownsville: Free Lutheran Fellowship Church Pastor Joseph
 O’Bell Meets: Motel 6 North Conference Center Serv: Sun 

10am  (956) 546-7374    

Ukraine
Crimea: Hava Nagila Chernomorsk-IAMCS Rabbi Viktor Yurievich 

Vilenskiy Meets: Café ‘Akkord’, Revolucii street, 8/1 Serv: Sat 3 
pm Ph: +380679117045 havanagila.crim@rumbler.ru 

Crimea: Hava Nagila Kerch-IAMCS Rabbi Pavel Eduardovich 
 Koshelev Meets: Kazakova str. 44/1 Kerch 98306 
 Ph: +380677733365 pasha-cosh@mail.ru
Crimea: Hava Nagila Pheodosia-IAMCS Rabbi Alexandr 
 Viktorovich Stanchevsky Meets: Zapadnaya str. 21/2 
 Pheodosia Ph: +380962342698 http://hala.crimea.ua 
 rabbi.a.stanchevsky@iamcs.org
Crimea: Hava Nagila Sevastopol-IAMCS Meets: Vosstavshih 
 square 6 Sevastopol Ph: +380679117045 http://hala.crimea.ua
 havanagila.crim@rumbler.ru
Crimea: Hava Nagila Simferopol-IAMCS Rabbi Dmitry 
 Vladimirovich Tjulin Meets: Sevastopolskaka tr. 54 Simferopol 
 Ph: +380656951727 http://hala.crimea.ua rabbi.d.tjulin@iamcs.org 
Crimea: Hava Nagila Yalta-IAMCS Rabbi Ruslan Urievish Taranenko 

Meets: Dzerzinskogo Ph: +380679117045 http://hala.crimea.ua 
rabbi.r.taranenko@iamcs.org

Crimea: Hava Nagila Yevpatoriya-IAMCS Rabbi Viktor Yurievih 
Vilenskiy Meets: International st. 138 c. Yevpatoriya 97403 

 Ph: 8 (06569) 5-17-27 havanagila.crim@rumbler.ru
Crimea: Jewish Messianic Congregation Mazl Tov-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Natalia Kimovna Kuchuhidze Meets: Index 97491 str. 
 Molodiojnaja 1 apt 53 Novoozjornoe 97491 
 Ph: +380646946709 
Dniprodzerzhinsk: Messiah-IAMCS Pastor Vladimir Zaitsev Meets: 

Kirova 3 Ph: +38095-460-55-03 www.encounter-with-god.org.ua
Hmelmitsky: Hava Nagila Kamenec-Podolskiy-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Jacub Juriy  Vladimirovich Meets: Schevchenko str.41  
 Ph: +3809664888207 havanagila.crim@rumbler.ru
Kherson: Hava Nagila Herson-IAMCS Rabbi Viktor Yurievich 
 Vilenskiy Meets: Palace of Youth and Students, Shevchenco 
 Square Serv: Sat 5pm Ph: +380679117045 
 havanagila.crim@rumbler.ru   
Kiev: Ner haShem Kiev-IAMCS Congregational Leader Andrei 
 Denukov Ph: +380678045913 aduke@online.ua
Nikolaev: Jewish Messianic Religious Congregation-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Yuri Borisovich Korshum Meets: Schevchenko Str. 71   
 Ph: 8 (063) 226-21-65  http://jmcnikolaev-en.blogspot.com
Odessa: Gateway to Zion-Congregation of Odessa-IAMCS 
 Sr Rabbi David Schneier & Rabbi Alexander Popazov 
 Meets: Prohorivska St, 20 Apt 13-A 65005 Ph: (048) 7111495
 US mail address: 414 N Guillemard St Pensacola, FL 32501 
 www.gatesofzion.od.ua rabbi.d.schneier@iamcs.org
Pervomaysk: Jewish Messianic Religious Congregation-IAMCS 
 Rabbi Oleg Leonidovich Sulima Dzerjinskogo 6 str 55200 
 Ph: +380638929750 http://ervomajsk-3n.blogspot.com
Zhitomir: Kehilat Brit-IAMCS Rabbi Sergey Pinchuk Meets: Gagarina str. 
 Ph: +34 1002 +380412341769 rabbi.s.pinchuk@iamcs.org

Uruguay
Montevideo: Adat HaMashiach-IAMCS Messianic Pastor Ubaldo Bas 

Meets: Carlos de la vega 4724/300 11900 Ph: 598-99-474-932 
 www.mesianicaadat.org pastor.u.bas@iamcs.org

ENGAGED 
Daniel and Ethel Chadwick are delighted to announce the 
engagement of their daughter Jeri Chadwick to the dashing 
Aaron Kelley. The couple met while living in Augusta, Georgia 
and currently reside in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania where they 
attend Global Celebration School of Supernatural Ministry 
while working at their respective full-time jobs. A late summer 
wedding is planned in High Falls, Rochester, New York.

Daniel and Ethel Chadwick are delighted to announce the 
engagement of their daughter Jeri Chadwick to the dashing 
Aaron Kelley. The couple met while living in Augusta, Georgia 
and currently reside in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania where they 
attend Global Celebration School of Supernatural Ministry 
while working at their respective full-time jobs. A late summer 
wedding is planned in High Falls, Rochester, New York.

WE MOURN THE PASSING OF GOD'S FAITHFUL SERVANTS 

Mr. Peter Elbert Leyen, beloved husband of Mrs. 
Dora Leyen, went to be with his Lord and Saviour 
at Mesa, Arizona on Sunday, January 22, 2017 at the age 
of 86 years. Peter was born in Holland in 1930 and came 
to Canada in 1948. He became a landed immigrant in 
1955. Peter worked as a dairy farm hand, a landscaper, a 
cab driver and then started his career in the oilfield. As 
a young man, he worked on the rigs and over the years 
became a prominent businessman in the oil industry. 
Peter’s love for animals opened the door for numerous 
hobbies such as raising Registered Black Angus Cattle 
and Hanoverian Horses. His compassion for people 
led to many local and foreign projects including child 
and youth services, disaster relief, food and shelter for 
the homeless and assistance in obtaining knowledge 
of God. Peter will be lovingly remembered by his wife, 
Dora; son, Peter Douglas (Nancy), son, Darryl (Kellie) 
and his grandchildren; Tori, Brooklyn, Chase and 
Kale. He will also be sadly missed by his sister, Coba 
(Johnny); as well as by numerous nieces, nephews, 
extended family and dear friends in Holland and in 
Canada. Peter was predeceased by his wife, Colleen, 
a son, Donald (Cathy), a brother, Gerrit, and his half 
brothers and sisters; Dirk, Rein, Nel and Siets. 

Edwin A. “Ned” Gallun Jr. was called home to the 
Lord on December 14, 2016, age 85. Loving husband 
of Elfriede (nee Jatzkowski) for 59 years. Dear dad of 
Lisa (James) Baum, Amanda (Tom) Wood and Martin 
(Angela) Gallun. Proud grandpa of Jacob (Brittany) 
Baum, Luke Baum, Nathan Raitmaier, Connor and Tyler 
Gallun. Brother of Douglas “Tony” (the late Nancy) 
Gallun and Arthur “Sandy” (Elaine) Gallun. Further 
survived by other relatives and friends. Preceded in 
death by his sister Lorna (the late Dr. James) Schelble. 
Ned was born in Milwaukee. He attended Country Day 
school in Milwaukee and spent summers on Pine Lake. 
He was a graduate of St. Mark’s Boarding School and 
proud graduate of Yale University Class of 1953. Upon 
graduation from Yale he served in the U.S. Army and 
was stationed in Germany, where he met the love of his 
life. In 1973 he bought Metalcraft of Mayville, a little 
company in Mayville, Wisconsin, and built it into a 
world-class manufacturer with over 800 employees and 
two locations. Ned was an outdoorsman who enjoyed 
golf, fishing and hunting. He was a great man who was 
passionate about freedom, education and had a deep 
and abiding love of the Lord. He was also a generous 
contributor to the ministry of The Messianic Times.

El Paso: Freedom Fellowship Pastor Victor Franco Meets: 1404 N 
Zaragosa 79936 (915) 355-7046 www.freedomfellowshipep.com 

 freedomfellowshipep@gmail.com
El Paso: Grace Christian Center  Pastor Bobby Garcia Meets: 820 N 

Raynor 79903 Serv: Sun 10am English. 12 pm Spanish; Wed 7pm; 
Fri 7pm Prayer (915) 544-7400 www.gracechristianept.org  

 lupegarcia624@att.net 
Fabens: Shalom Christian Church Pastor Victor Franco 
 Ph: (915) 764-4464 www.sccfabens.org 
 temploshalom@juno.com
Southlake: Gateway Church Jewish Ministry Executive Pastor Wayne 

Wilks Jr. Meets: 700 Blessed Way 76092  Serv: 1st Fri each month 
For service times, to watch live, or for more 

 information, visit www.jewish.gatewaypeople.com 

CANADA
Alberta
Manning: Manning Family Worship Centre  Lead Pastor Cory 
   Rosenfeldt Meets: 201 6th Ave SW T0H 2M0  (780) 836-3412
   www.manningchurch.ca     

 

INTERNATIONAL
El Salvador
San Salvador: Adat Shalem Congregation 
 Pastor Rodolfo Olivares  
 Ph: 503 (2) 286-0233 adatshalem@navegante.com.sv

France
Toulouse: Eglise Evangelique de Montaudran (LAMPE) 
 Pastor Roy Reese Ph: 33 (561) 998-042

Singapore
Jews for Jesus (Singapore Chapter): Ph: 65-9665-7734
 seh_ha_elohim@hotmail.com
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The iPath
Michael Stepakoff

Perhaps you have heard it said 
that the paradise of God is right 
here in the midst of us? And 
yet, life in this world is wrought 
with conflict and problems, and 
doesn't seem to be anything 
like a paradise. Why not? 

The iPath interjects ancient 
wisdom into the context of 
modern, 21st century life. 
It holds the secret of being 
transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, so that you become 
conscious of a world that is 
otherwise hidden and unseen.

What’sOutThere?
A Life for God
A Rabbi’s Analysis of Life, the Cross and Eternity

Greg Hershberg

Come, let Messianic Rabbi Greg Hershberg open the Torah 

and give you glimpses of the incredible love and character 

of our God. Let him point you to the Savior through 

the  offerings of Leviticus and the mournful lament of 

Psalm 22. Let him guide you through the greatest com-

mandment as you learn to say “no” to yourself, pick up 

your execution-stake, and follow the great I AM.

                        A King is Coming
Paul Wilbur with Patrick McGuffin

What if I told you there is a reason for 
the increased terrorism, anti-Semitism 
and anti-God climate? What if there was 
a connection between these events 
and cultural changes? How do we shift 
through all the political correctness 
polluting our world and stand up for 
what is biblically correct? 

Through all the haze, where is the 
hope? How do we worship through 
these perilous times? All the signs point 
to one truth:  A King is coming!

Resting Place
Paul Wilbur

How can you change a mood in minutes, bring shalom 
to the home, and transform your outlook on your day? 
Invite Jesus (Yeshua) into the room with an atmosphere 
of praise! Begin your journey today with this free instru-
mental album.

Will the Nazi Eagle Rise Again? 
What the Church Needs to Know About BDS and 
Other Forms of Anti-Semitism
Dr. David Friedman

In Will the Nazi Eagle Rise Again? author Dr. David 
Friedman cites “a troubling Church collaboration with 
[anti-Semitism] as opposed to resistance to it.” 

The book documents an alarming level of Church 
complicity in Israel’s enemies’ efforts to demonize and 
delegitimize the Jewish nation.

I Am
Dr. Greg Silverman

“I Am” is a new album 

from acclaimed Messianic 

worship leader Dr. Greg 

Silverman and his wife, Rosa. 

The music also features 

Paul Wilbur, Joshua Aaron, 

and Black Jewelz.




